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NEW DELHI

t the United MNa-

tons Conference of

Parties (COP) in
Sharm el-Sheikh, India on
Monday announced its
long-term strategy 1o tran-
sibion to a “low emissions™
pathway, which is pre-
mised on expanding its mi-
clear power capacity bv at
least three-fold in the next
decade, apart from becom-
ing an international hub
for producing green hydro-
pen and increasing the pro-
portion of ethanol in

petrol.
Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav said

these steps were conso-
nant with India’s “five-de-
cade journey"™ to net Zero,
or being carbon meurral by
2070 — a ocomamnditmmeent
made by Prime Minister
Marendra Modi at Glasgonw,
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Atomic energy. hvdrogen
power India’s net zero plan

India announces long-term strategy at COP-27. It will help the nation be carbon neutral by

India’s road to ‘net zero’

AL COP2T, India announced its long=term strategy 1o transition o a "low emissions” pathway
1 become carbon neutral by o070

KEY MILESTONES

B The Mationat Hydrogen
Mission, laenched in

= Maximising the use af electric
wehicles, increase public transport

2021, aimsto maks Ind:a
a green hydrogen hub

u Increased climate finance to be
prowided by developed nations

= AL lexst o threesold
increasa in nuciear
capacity by 2032

m Achieving an ethanol
blending target of
205 by 20725

m The long=term: strategy &irms
at kesping global tempera=
turas well below 2 degrees
Celsius and, ambitioushy,

1 5 degress Celsius by the
century—snd

2070, a commitment made by Prime Minister at Glasgow last year, says Environment Minister
Jacob Koshy

Emwironment
Minister
Bhupender
Yadaw at
the COPR2T
Surmmit in
Egvpt an
Somnday.
REUTERS

where the 26th COP was
held last vear.

While 195 member
countries, signatories o
the UN climate agree-

ments, were obliged o
submit the long-term docu-
ment by 2022, onlv 57 — In-
dia is the latest additon —
have done so. “The LT-
LEDS {Long Term-Low
Emission Development
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Strategy) has been pre-
pared in the framework of
India’s right to an equitable
and fair share of the global
carbon budget. We have
ensured that the strategy
emphasises energy Securi-
tv. energy access, and em-
plovment, while keeping
focus on our vision of At-
manirbhar Bharat,” Mr. Ya-
dav said. “The journey o

net zero is a five-decade-
long one and India’s vision
iz therefore evolutionary
and Aexible, accommodat-
ing new technological de-
velopments and develop-
ments in the global
economy and international
cooperaton.”

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE S
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ydrogen

» Hydrogen is one of the most abundant elements on earth for a cleaner alternative fuel

option.

» Type of lydrogen depend up on the process of its formation:

» Gree hydrogen is produced by electrolysis of water using renewable energy (like

Sojar, Wind) and has a lower carbon footprint.
ectricity splits water into hydrogen and oxygen.

Products : Water, Water Vapor.
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thanol Blending:

» Ethanol: It is one of the principal biofuels, which is naturally produced by the

fermentation of sugars by yeasts or via petrochemical processes such as ethylene

I Blending Programme (EBP). It is aimed at reducing the country’s dependence

on £rude oil imports, cutting carbon emissions and boosting farmers’ incomes.

ending Target: The Government of India has advanced the target for 20% ethanol

lending in petrol (also called E20) to 2025 from 2030.
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Topic:
SC says forced conversions may affect
national security, freedom of religion

» Article 25
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Topic:Act

Centre seeks time from SC
in Places of Worship Act case

CJl-led Bench ordered the govt. to file its affidavit clarifying its views by Dec. 12; Solicitor-General

Tushar Mehta told the court that ‘detailed consultations’ are needed at a ‘particular level

@

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Union govern-
T ment on Monday
sought more time

from the Supreme Court to
clarify its stand on the va-
lidity of the Places of Wor-
ship Act, saying “detailed
consultations” are needed
at a “particular level”. The
1991 Act protects the iden-
tity and character of reli-
gious places as they were
on August 15, 1947,

A Bench led by Chief
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud
ordered the Centre, repre-
sented by Solicitor-General
Tushar Mehta, to file its af-
fidavit clarifying its views
by December 12. The court
agreed to list the case for
hearing in the first week of
Janumary. Senior advocate
Rakesh Dwivedi, for peti-

a4 reasiiaainab

tioner Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay, said the govern-
ment had sought similar
adjournments in the case
twice before.

On October 10, the court
asked the Centre whether
a Constitution Bench judg-
ment in the Ram Janmab-
hoomi case had already
settled the question of va-
lidity of the Act. The Ayod-
hya judgment had found
that the 1991 Act spoke “to
our history and to the fu-
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Parliament has
mandated in no
uncertain terms that
history and its wrongs
shall not be used as
instruments to oppress
the present and the
future

SUPREME COURT

ture of the nation... In pre-
serving the character of
places of public worship,
Parliament has mandated
in no uncertain terms that
history and its wrongs shall
not be used as instruments
to oppress the present and
the future™.

Mr. Mehta had ventured
his personal opinion that
the remarks in the Ayod-
hya judgment about the
1991 Act would not pre-
clude the court from exa-

mining the validity of the
statute now. “That [Ayod-
hya judgment] was given in
a different context and
may not cover the issue
here,” Mr. Mehta gave his
opinion. Mr. Dwivedi had
agreed that the comments
in the Ayodhya verdict was
merely obiter dicta.
Advocates P.B. Suresh,
Vipin Nair and Vishnu
Shankar Jain, appearing
for petitioner Vishwa Bha-
dra Pujari Purohit Maha-
sangh, said the validity of
the Act was not in question
before the Constitution
Bench in the Ayodhya case.
A slew of petitions has
been filed in the Superme
Court against the Act, con-
tending it has illegally fixed
a retrospective cut-off
date. The objective of these
petitions is to set right a
“historical wrong™.
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laces of Worship Act

®» [ is described as “An Act to prohibit conversion of any place of worship and to provide
for the maintenance of the religious character of any place of worship as it existed on

day of August 1947, and for matters connected therewith or incidental

¢ disputed site at Ayodhya was exempted from the Act. Due to this exemption, the

ial in the Ayodhya case proceeded even after the enforcement of this law.
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Besides the Ayodhya dispute, the Act also exempted:

®» Any place of worship which is an ancient and historical monument, or an
archaeological site covered by the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and

Remains/Act, 1958.

» A suit that has been finally settled or disposed of.

y dispute that has been settled by the parties or conversion of any place that took

ace by acquiescence before the Act commenced.
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U.P. farmers upset as
govt. unlikely to give
out SAP for sugar cane

A. M. Jigeesh
NEW DELHI

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment is expecting a bum-
per crop as sugar cane har-
vest is at the peak in the
State, but it is unlikely to
announce the State Ad-
vised Price (SAP) for sugar
cane for this season.
Though farmers have
been demanding an in-
crease in the SAP consider-
ing the higher input cost,
Uttar Pradesh Sugarcane
Minister Laxmi Narayan
Chaudhary told The Hindu
that such a propesal is not
before the Cabinet at pre-
sent. The State govern-
ment’s claim is that the

SAP announced in 2021 is
among the highest in the
country. Farmers said
though the harvest of su-
gar cane started in October
first week and the sugar
mills have started crushing
the produce for more than
a month-and-a-half, the de-
lay in announcing the SAP
is condemnable.

Mr. Chaudhary told The
Hindu that Uttar Pradesh
has the highest SAP after
Punjab and Haryana. “At
present, last year’s SAP will
continue. The Cabinet is
yet to consider any de-
mand to increase the SAP.
Till a decision to increase
the SAP is taken, last year’s
SAP will continue,” he said.
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Topic:Agriculture

= FRP?

FRP is fixed under a sugarcane control
order, 1966.

It is the minimum price that sugar mills
are supposed to pay to the farmers.

However, states determine their own
State Agreed Price (SAP) which is
generally higher than the FRP.
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o determines Sugarcane prices?
®» Sugarcane prices are determined by the Centre as well as States.

®» The Centre announces Fair and Remunerative Prices which are determined on the

recommendation of the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) and are
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Project to track
small fishing vessels
now makes progress

Third edition of the pan-India coastal defence exercise ‘Sea Vigil-22'

will begin today: it was started after the 26/11 Mumbai terror attacks

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

delayed project to
A install transpon-
ders on small fish-

ing wessels, under 20
metres in length, as part of
coastal security measures
instituted after the 2G/11
Mumbai attacks is making
progress, with a project
under way in Tamil Nadu.

In a related dewvelop-
ment, the third edition of
the ‘pan-India’ coastal de-
fence Exercise “Sea Vi
gil-22" is scheduled to be
held on November 15 and
16, the Navy said on Mon-
day. The exercise was con-
ceptualised in 2018 1o vali-
date varicus measures that
have been instituted to-
wards enhancing maritime
security since 26/11°.

The process of installing
transponders on sub-20
metre boats, commenced
with a pilot project in Ta-
mil Nadu for 5,000 vessels,
is under way, Vice-Admiral
Ashok Kumar (retd), Na-
tonal Maritime Security
Coordinator, said. To allay
the concerns of fishermen,
the transponders with po-
sitioning navigation sys-
tems have been modified
into a two-way Communi-
cation systern, he said.
There are close to three
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safety measures: An automatic identification system was made

compulsory for all vessels over 20 metres In length. as

lakh registered fishing ves-
sels, of which around 2.5
lakh are under 20 metres,
he added.

An Automatic Identifica-
tion System (AIS) was
made compulsory for all
vessels above 20 metres af-
ter the 2008 terrorist at-
tacks in Mumbai. The deci-
sion was taken by the
National Committee on
Strengthening  Maritime
and Coastal Security, head-
ed by the Cabinet Secre-
tary, set up to look into is-
sues related to  coaseal
security. However, for ves-
sels under 20 metres, the
process has been delayed
for several reasons.

Verification and moni-
toring of a large number of

fishing vessels in India has
been greatly eased by the
creation of the online
ReALCraft (Registration
and Licensing of Fishing
Crafty, the Indian Navy said
in written response to
‘questions from The Hindu.

“The exercise will be
undertaken along the en-
tire 7,516- km coastline and
Exclusive Economic Zone
of India and will involve all
the coastal States and Un-
ion Territories along with
other maritime stakehol-
ders, including the fishing
and coastal commumnities,™
the Navy said.

The exercise is a build-
up towards rthe major
Theatre Level Readiness
Operational Exercise,
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» To enhance India's maritime security,
India will begin the third edition of the
Sea Vigil maritime exercise on

Tuesday. The two-day long multi-

exercise will cover the 7,516 km-long

coastline of the country.
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= Along with covering India's coastline, the exercise will also take place in the
exclusive economic zone. With the collaborative participation of the Indian

Navy, Coast Guard, Customs department, and other maritime agencies, Sea Vigil

will lelp in validating the maritime security mechanism.

The exercise was conceptualised in 2018 to asses the various security measures

that were taken to enhance maritime security after the Mumbai terror attack in
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Topic:Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) 1982, also known as Law

of the Sea divides marine areas into five main zones namely- Internal Waters,

Territorial Sea, Contiguous Zone, Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and the High Seas.
National o International o
Airspace = Airspace .

Internal
S o 12 nm —|€— 12nm —»
Land Territorial Contiguous High
Sea Zone | Seas
B «— Exclusive Economic Zone —3»]
‘E E: \\_ 200 nm >
L
I
N
E 4«——— Continental Shelf
The Area
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Each coastal State may claim an EEZ beyond and adjacent to its territorial sea that

extends seaward up to 200 nm from its baselines.
» Within its EEZ, a coastal state has.

» Sovereigh rights for the purpose of exploring, exploiting, conserving and managing

natural resources, whether living or nonliving, of the seabed and subsoil.

Rights to carry out activities like the production of energy from the water, currents and

4U TAS 8248208309 www.weduiasedu.co.in



» Unlike the territorial sea and the contiguous zone, the EEZ only allows for the above-
mentioned resource rights. It does not give a coastal state the right to prohibit or limit

freedom Of navigation or overflight, subject to very limited exceptions.
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Wholesale inflation slipped
to single digit at 8.4% in Oct.

Base effect. cooling commodity prices helped; this is the fifth successive month of wholesale

inflation moderating since it hit a record high of 1663% in May: food price inflation eased to 6.5%

The Hindu Bureau
MEW DELHI

inflation slipped be-

low 10% for the first
time in 19 months this Oc-
tober, when it eased to
84% from 10.7% in Sep-
tember, thanks to base ef
fects and cooling commod-
ity prices. This is the fifth
successive month of who-
lesale inflation moderating
since it hit a record high of
16.63% in May.

The inflation rate in Oc-
tober 2021 was 13.8% and
was even higher at 14.9% in
Movember last vear, so eco-
nomists at [CRA expect the

l ndia's wholesale price

Pace lets up

This is the first time in 1% manths that wholeszale inflation has

slipped below 10%

m The inflation rate in Dctaber 2021

wils 13.8% and was even higher af
14.5% in Movernber last year

B Economists hence expect the
base effect to intensify and bring
headline wholesale inflatian
dawn to bebween B% and T4 in
MNovember

B Fyel and power inflation
dreppad to 23.2% in October from
1269 in September

B Going forward, some foad
articles could show a sharp
uptick in prices, partculary
vegetables and cereals

hase effect to intensify and
bring headline wholesale
inflation down to between
6% and 7% in November.

Wholesale food price in-
flation eased further in Oc-
tober to 6.5% from 8.1% in
September while inflation

in manufactured goods
dropped to 4.4% from 6.3%
a month earlier. Fuel and
power inflation dropped to
23.2% in October from
32.6% in September.

“Food price uptick’
“Wholesale inflation will
continue to moderate on
the back of the base effect
as well as softening of glo-
bal commodity prices”
said Bank of Baroda econo-
mist Jahmavi.

However, some food ar-
ticles would tend to show a
sharp uptick in prices, par-
ticularly vegetables and ce-
reals, while pulses may
inch up too, she cautioned.
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» The base effect refers to the impact of the rise in the price level (i.e. last year's inflation)

in the previous year over the corresponding rise in price levels in the current year
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