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Amur falcons, the world’s longest travelling raptors start travelling with the onset of

winters.

Their 22,000-kilometre migratory route is one of the longest amongst all avian species.

They get their name from the Amur River that forms the border between Russia and China.

Doyang Lake in Nagaland is better known as a stopover for the Amur falcons during their

annual migration from their breeding grounds to warmer South Africa. Thus, Nagaland is

also known as the “Falcon Capital of the World,”.
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The birds are the least concern under the International Union for Conservation of Nature

(IUCN) Red List, but the species is protected under the Indian Wildlife Protection Act, 1972,

and the Convention on Migratory Species, to which India is a signatory (which means it is

mandatory to protect the birds).
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RISAT (Radar Imaging Satellite) is a series of Indian radar

imaging reconnaissance satellites built by ISRO. They provide

all-weather surveillance.

The RISAT series are the first all-weather Earth observation

satellites from ISRO. Previous Indian observation satellites

relied primarily on optical and spectral sensors which were

hampered by cloud cover.
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Umiam lake

Umiam Lake, also known as Barapani Lake.

Umiam Lake is a reservoir located in the hills 15 km to the North of Shillong in the state

of Meghalaya, India.
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TheWangala Festival

Wangala — Meghalaya, Nagaland and Assam

Also known as the ‘Hundred Drums Festival’, Wangala is celebrated by the people of the Garo

tribe from Meghalaya, Nagaland and Assam. Various food items made from rice—a staple in

this region—and rice beer (called chubitchi/chubok/chu)are consumed during the festivities.

The date of the Wangala varies from village to village and it takes place between September

and December.

Typically, the celebrations are accompanied by dance and music, with people from across the

village participating.
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