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TOPIC: UNION EXECUTIVE

Venkataramani
appointed

next A-G, says
Law Ministry

v'Article 76 of the Constitution provides for the office of AG of India.
Appointment and Eligibility:
v'AG is appointed by the President on the advice of the government.

v'S/he must be a person who is qualified to be appointed a judge of the Supreme
Court, i.e. s’/he must be a citizen of India and must have been a judge of some
high court for five years or an advocate of some high court for ten years or an

eminent jurist, in the opinion of the President.

v'Term of the Office: Not fixed by the Constitution.
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Removal. Procedures and grounds for the removal of AG are not stated in the Constitution. S/he holds office

during the pleasure of the President (may be removed by the President at any time).
Duties and Functions:.

v'To give advice to the Government of India (Gol) upon such legal matters, which are referred to her/him by

the President.
v'To perform such other duties of a legal character that are assigned to her/him by the President.

v'To appear on behalf of the Gol in all cases in the Supreme Court or in any case in any High Court in which

the Gol is concerned.

v'To represent the Gol in any reference made by the President to the Supreme Court under Article 143 (Power

of the President to consult the Supreme Court) of the Constitution.

v'To discharge the functions conferred on her/him by the Constitution or any other law.
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TOPIC:DEFENCE

EFEasternn Command’s
ex-chhief Amnil Chh aulhhrhan
is Chief of Defence Scafrr

CDS.

v'The Chief of Defence:Staff of the Indian Armed Forces is the head and the highest-ranking officer of the

Indian Armed Forces.
v'The President of India is the supreme commander of the Armed Forces.

v'The Chief of Defence is the military’s chief executive with operational and strategic authority over the

defence forces and not its commander.

v'General Bipin Rawat was the first Chief of Defence Staff
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v'Recommendation of the Kargil Review Committee after the end of the Kargil War (which ended on July
26, 1999). Subsequent commissions such as the Naresh Chandra task force in 2012 and the Lieutenant
General D.B. Shekatkar Committee in 2016 had also proposed their own versions of a Chief of Defence

Staff position.
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he Bay of Bengal (the
B::ly} is Ex;renene:lrjgan

increase im

‘Aactivity. It is poised to once again
play a key role in shaping the
maritdme order in Asia. Therefore,
it is motewsorthnye l:'i‘lat ar the fol_:rﬂ—j

LIniversity. The official launch of
the CBS has once again
demonstrated India’s commitmmnent
o adwvancingg constrmactive agendas
by forging conmections and setting
wup platforms for all those with ars
interest in the Bay.

Rethimkings the Baw
CBS will offer collaborations i

becen a major
commerce b for the Indian
Ocean. It created a conduit
between the East and the West in
terms for trade and cualbbuare. Am
Indo-Pacific orientation and the
realignment of global economic
and military power towards Asia
have had a considerable impact on
the Bay region. The key sea lanes
of communbication in chis arca are

also provides an opportunity for
Ercater regional cooperation in the
environmeentcally fricrdly
exploration of marine and enersy
resources. The Bay has a
bicodiverse muarine cnwvironmeent. It
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TOPIC: POLLUTION
Rediscoveringe thie Bay of Berniegal

-t
Fajeew Ranjan
Chatuweoly

is Associate Professcor
at the School of
Historical Studies and
the School of
Intermational
Relaticns, and
Coordinator of the
Centre for Baw of
Bengal Studiss at
Malanda Intermational
University., Rajesir

The Cenure for
Bay of Boemgal
Srudies will
stremngst e
Imdizx's overall
franvework For
maritirmee
EMESascITeTI
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receives water from some of the

world's largest rivers. Itis a

partially enclosed sea that has

Siven rise o several geological

characreristics. It is lt-csr.ne =0 = e F=T gl
dary

INisorcder at the Bay

The region’s maritdnme
environment has changed as a
result of major powers expanding
their economic and geopolitical
influence. Politcal and culoaral
engagerment, together with
economic competition., hawve taken
on new dimensions. More

extincton is a resulc of caresless
exploitation of the maricinme
ernviromnment, which has severe

il spills,. industrial

polhation., arnd the a.l:\c:mu_xlal:lun el
mon-biodegradable plastic litter
are all contriburting ro the
deterioraton of the Bay. A dead
=ormne has formmed as a resualt, and
the mangrowve trees that protect
the shore from the fury of namars

are under more thhrear than ever.

For a better knowledse of
challenges, and strategies oo
owvercorme them for the sustainable
development of thhe region. more
focused and interdisciplimanry
stuady is reguired omn these issues.
By founding the CEBS,. Nalanda
Uniwversity has already started its
Jourmey and given the nation a
uniguee interdisciplinary research
centre devored to Bay-fo
teaching. rescarch, and capacicy
building . Additiconally, scholars
frosm many countries amd
acadermic streams are already
participating in CBS's first
certificatre programamee on thhe Bay.

It is essential that mautical
nmeighbours develop a partnership
and cooperate because of the
maritinme dormain’'s interrelated
and nterdependent natuare,
transnational character, and
cross-jurisdictdonal engagement of
wariors governrmments and diverse
organisations and enterprises. A
few concerns that need immediate
arvention include expanding
cooperation in marititme safety
and security, enhancing
COO e AT O rmaritinmree
connectvity and the ease of
maritime transit, and boostirg
imvestment possibilities in the
muarititme connectivity sector. The
latter subject involves addressing
non-traditional threats and
fostering group =efforts to reduce
illicit. unreported., amnd
unregulared fishinge. Standardising
and harmonising data reporcirgg
remains a challenge. Furthermore.,
regmional marine enrities shwowald
strive o balance opportunities
and goals omn a national, regional,
and international scale._

Littoral gowvermrmments necd o
support and promobe
skill-building. research. and
trainingg. Countries in the region
wrill meed o mobilise incentives
and investments, Mmaname oceanic
affairs mmore effectively, and
support people as they switch o
alternative lifestyles. Workinnges
wogEether is important duoue o
shared mautical concerns and the
complexity of the marinne
ETMVITOTTTIETE
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Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC)

v Dhaka, Bangladesh (1997)

v 7 members. Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand , Nepal and Bhutan.

v Summits every four years.
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TOPIC:WILDLIFE PROTECTION

Temples, Buddhist caves
revealed in M.P. tiger reserve

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

The Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI) earlier this
year discovered Buddhist
caves and stupas, and
Brahmi inscriptions, dat-
ing back to the 2nd centu-
ry, and Hindu temples
from the 9th-lith centu-
ries, and possibly the
world’s largest Varaha
sculpture also dating to the
same period, at the Band-
havgarh Tiger Reserve in
Madhya Pradesh.

The Varaha sculpture is
among the many monolith-
ic sculptures of the 10 in-
carnations of Lord Vishnu

The ruins of temples at Bandhavgarh Reserve in Madhya Pradesh.

discovered by the ASI at
the national park earlier
this vear. The exploration
took place 84 years after
the last such effort in 1938.

“A total of 46 sculptures
have come to light and
have been reported,” Shi-
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vakant Bajpai, Superin-
tending Archaeologist, Ja-
balpur Circle, who led the
exploration team, said
here on Wednesday.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12
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v Bandhavgarh National Park is spread at Vindhya hills of the
Umaria district in Madhya Pradesh. It was declared a national

park in the year 1968.

v Bandhavgarh is a combination of two words Bandhav

(Brother) and Garh (Fort)

v'The name Bandhavgarh given to the reserve is due to the
presence of an ancient fort which is believed to be gifted by

Lord Rama, to his younger brother Lakshmana

v'The Bandhavgarh National Park was declared a Tiger Reserve

in 1993 under the Project Tiger
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TOPIC:WELFARE SCHEMES

Centre extends
free ration scheme
for three months

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union government has
extended the Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana (PMGKAY) for
another three months
from October 1.

This will allow benefici-
aries under the National
Food Security Act to conti-
nue to get five kg of food
grains per person per
month till December 31.
The decision was taken at a
Cabinet meeting here on
Wednesday. This would
help the poor and vulnera-
ble sections in the festive
season, the Centre said.
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The scheme has been in
operation since April 2020.

Madan Sabnavis, chief
economist, Bank of Baro-
da, said the impact of the
decision on fiscal deficit
would be marginal. He said
the challenge would be to
ensure that procurement
of rice was on target be-
cause its production is like-
ly to decline by seven mil-
lion tonnes this year and
the government is focuss-
ing on giving rice instead of
wheat as the stocks of the
latter are down. “Stocks of
rice and wheat are at 49
million tonnes as of Sep-
tember, one of the lowest
stock since 2017,” he said.
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Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY)

v'The last announcement on PMGKY was made on 29th June

2020. Earlier on 26th March 2020, the government took

an initiative towards the loss caused by the outbreak. The

lockdown in the nation due to Coronavirus expected to

cost the Indian Economy a cost of around 9 lakh crores.

Announcements made by the Finance Minister, Nirmala

Sitharaman on 26th March 2020 are mentioned below:.
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v'To provide an insurance cover of Rs 50 lakhs per health worker affected by COVID-19.

v'To provide free resources of 5 kg wheat or rice and 1 kg of preferred pulses for 80 crore poor people for the

next three months under the PM Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana.
v' 20 crore Women Jan Dhan account holders will be provided Rs 500 per month for the next three months.
v'There will be an increase in MNREGA wage to Rs 202 per day to benefit 13.62 crore families.

v'The Central Government has given orders to State Governments to use the Building and Construction

Workers Welfare Fund to provide relief to Construction Workers.
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TOPIC: PREVENTIVE DETENTION

Centre bans PFL 8
front bodies for five
years under UAPA

Unlawful Activities (Pfevention) Act (UAPA)

v'It was enacted to provide for more effective prevention of certain unlawful activities of individuals and

associations, and for dealing with terrorist activities.
v'Both Indian and foreign nationals can be charged.
v'1t is applicable even if the offence is committed outside india.
v A charge sheet can be filed in maximum 180 days after the arrests.

v'The investigation has to be completed within 90 days and if not, the accused is eligible for default bail. @
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v'A Special Court under the UAPA conducts trials.
v' 2019 Amendment under UAPA Act, 1967,

v'Union government may designate an individual or an organisation as a terrorist
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