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Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC)

The GEAC is India’s apex biotechnology regulatory body.

The Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) is a statutory body constituted under

the ‘Rules for the Manufacture, Use /Import /Export and Storage of Hazardous

Microorganisms/Genetically Engineering Organisms or Cells, 1989’ notified under the

Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.

It was formed as the Genetic Engineering Approval Committee and was renamed to its

current name in 2010.

It functions under the Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change.

The body regulates the use, manufacture, storage, import and export of hazardous

microorganisms or genetically-engineered organisms and cells in India.
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Turmeric

Turmeric (Curcuma longa) is used as a condiment, dye, drug and cosmetic in addition to its

use in religious ceremonies.

India is a leading producer and exporter of turmeric in the world.

The top five turmeric-producing states of India in 2020-21 are Telangana, Maharashtra,

Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh.

Climate and Soil

Turmeric can be grown in diverse tropical conditions from sea level to 1500 m above sea

level.

It requires a temperature range of 20-35 C with an annual rainfall of 1500 mm or more,

under rainfed or irrigated conditions.
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Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) was established on 20th February, 1997

by the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India Act, 1997.

Objectives of TRAI:

TRAI's mission is to create and nurture conditions for growth of telecommunications in the

country.
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TRAI regulates telecom services including fixation/revision of tariffs for telecom services

which were earlier vested in the Central Government.

It also aims to provide a fair and transparent policy environment which promotes a level

playing field and facilitates fair competition.
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