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WILDLIFE PROTECTION

No SpOt[E‘d deer The Chital or the Spotted Deer
brought to Kuno as
prey for cheetahs’ vIUCN status - Least Concern.

v State animal of Telangana.

vIn India Chital is very widely distributed from the base of Himalayas to

the steaming forests of the south except in the north east.
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TOPIC: INFLATION
Rice, wheat push up inflation, but South bucks the trend

Cereal inflation highest since 2014, West Bengal. Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh cross the 15% mark

versed in August.

Chart 2 plots item-wise retail in-
flation in August 2022 for all food-
related products on the vertical ax-
is. The chart also plots the weight
of those items in the inflation cal-
culation on the horizontal axis.
The retail inflation of rice and
wheat/wheat flour — from sources
other than PDS — which carries the
most wei, among food-relat-
ed items, accelerated to 6.9% and

DATA POINT

Inflation highs
and lows

The charts and tables show how wheat
and rice prices pushed up retail inflation
in the North, East and West regions of
India while the South remained relatively
unscathed. The data was sourced from
the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation

[asmin Nihalani
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

After decelerating for three con-
secutive months, India’s retail in-
flation accelerated to 7% in August
2022. A major factor behind this
uptick was a reversal in retail food
inflation which declined to 6.7% in
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July but went up again to 7.6% in
August. In turn, the surge in food
inflation was due to rising cereal
prices which quickened to 9.5% in
August — the highest since Febru-
ary 2014.

While overall food inflation was
high, wide variations were ob-
served across major States. Partic-
ularly, the Southern States bucked
the trend and recorded very low
levels of food inflation in August.
‘Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Ker-
ala and Karnataka were at the bot-
tom of the list when major States
were compared for retail food in-
flation. The August food inflation
in these four States was 5% or less.
Food inflation was lower than the

i age in T {6%)

too.
In contrast, the western States

15.7% respectively in August 2022,
In August, rice inflation was high-
est in over 20 months while wheat/
wheat flour inflation was highest
since at least January 2015. In fact,
wheat/wheat flour inflation has
surged this financial year, with
each month recording over 9% of
retail inflation.

Due to rising local prices, the
government imposed an export
ban on broken rice on September
9 and mandated an export duty of
20% on various grades of rice. Af-
ter the ban on wheat exports in
mid-May, the demand for Indian
wheat flour surged pushing up the
local prices. So, in late August, In-
dia i Testrictions on wheat
flour too, to rein in the prices.

Table 3 shows State-wise food &
beverage retail inflation in August.

Chart 1 | Chart shows India’s averall retail inflation and
feod and beverage retail inflation since 2019
B Food and beverage retail inflation

N Overall retail inflation

Chart 2 | Chart plots item-wise retail inflation for all food-related
praducts against their weight in inflation calculation
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Table 3 | Table shows the State-wise food & beverage
retail inflaticn in August. All the southern States had
inflation much lower than India's average

Table 4 | Table shows retail inflation in August 2022 for cereals,
meat and fish and vegetables

of Gujarat (11.5%) and Rajasthan The southern States of Tamil Na- State | Vegetables Cereals | Meat& fish
(10.4%) were at the top of the list du, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala and State Faod Gujarat 216 128 3.6
with a retail food inflation of over | Karnataka feature at the bottom of Gujarat 15 Assam 268 Lo 4.3
10% in August. The other States | the table whereas Gujarat and Ra- Rajasthan 04 e = = =
which had food inflation higher | jasthan are at the top. VB ; =
than the national average include Table 4 shows Stat retail 5. Unntairaddinng fLES i 2
West Bengal (10.3%), Uttar Pra- | inflation in August 2022 for ce- A — Qdisha 18.3 4.9 0.8
desh (9.2%), Maharashtra and Ut- | reals, meat and fish and vegetables Maharashtra .. 152 213 4.4
tarakhand (8.5%). — the three sub-groups which car- Uttarakhand 153 18.1 5.4
Chart 1 shows India’s overall re- | ry the most weightage under the Haryana Punjab 137 7.5 3.6
tail inflation and food and bever- | “food and beverage™ group. Ex- e el = FE e e
age retail inflation since 2019. The cept Kerala in the cereal sub- adieh
overall retail inflatdon, after accel- group, the southern States record- 1ha LLP, 152 A2 33
erating to 7.79% in April 2022, sof | ed lowlevels of retail inflation Indiz Chhattisgarh 53 3.8 22
tened for three consecutive | across all three sub-groups. In the Punizb 5.0 2.1 -2.1
months. But the trend reversed cereal sub-group, Tamil Nadu, Te- Assam Haryana 8.6 9.2 19
with retail inflation touching the langana and Karataka recorded Hirmachal = Kerala 6.9 14.3 0.1
7% mark in August 2022. In the less than 3% of retail inflation. In EE—— |
case of food and beverages retail the meat and fish sub-group, many — B0 Karnataka e Karnataka 22 L2 L
inflation, after accelerating to 8.1% | Southern States recorded defla- Bihar 6.0 Kerala 47 And s, 83 =t s
in April 2022 — highest in 17 | tion. And in the vegetable sub- Chhattisgarh 5.9 Andhra 4.5 Sharkhand 35 112 22
months — it softened for three con- | group, the inflation was 5% or less Jharkhand 5.8 Tamil Nadu 4.1 Tamitl Nadu 31 2.7 4.5
secutive months. But similar to re- in Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Bikar 13 .0 43

tail inflation, here too the trend re-

Tamil Nadu.

8248208309

nihalani j@thehindu.co.in, vignesh.rmthehindu.co.in

www.weduiasedu.co.in




INDIA FOREIGN POLICY

Posirioning India in a chaotic world

ndia’s foreign policy mandarins are all set
to go into overdrive in the wake of new
challenges. The Shanghai

L CSO0) mesting
15-16) in o was a test case
for governments on }:uwm dieal with current
conflicts lines for the

ke
and the leaders of Pakistan and other SCO
nations. The significance of this in-person

SCO meeting lay in the fact that it
place when the world stood at the

the wale of the Russia-Ukrainian o

Mr. Xi's imitial rernarks to Mr. Putin on the
sidelines of the conference signalled the divided
mature of the world today. Even as the le

today, and the wide chasm that separated
the two warring blocs.

MNew version of non-alignment

reflectingg

without antagonising » The justification
provided is that it | represented a ‘mew version® of
MNon-alignment, viz.. steering an indepen

oourse., ite open association with rival blocs.
At the meeting, Mr. Modi made certain significant
observations which mirror India’s new version of
Non-alignment. For instance, after refusing to
take sides in the conflict for moniths,
Mr. Modi told Mr. Putin that “this isn't the era of
wwar™, stressing instead that “it was one of
democracy, dialogue and diplomacy ™. This has
been interpreted as a mild rebuke of Russia’s
imnvasion of Ukraine. On i

n the

The ph_ﬂ:r_‘scq:lhlcal underpinning for this seems
to be that “Nonalignment of the past” had not
succeeded, and a way had to be found for
“multiple engagements of the future ™. Mr. Modi's
presence at this SCO summit is possibly the
earliest test case of this unfolding stratesy, given
that it is only recently that the United States and
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i= = former Directar,

Security Adviser and
a former Governor
of West Benaal

With odd
Fashioned
meo-political
risks jostling
alongside
newer political
challenges,
India’s foreign
policy planners

way they look
ar issues
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other western allies had complimented India for
its participation in the Quad (Australia, Japan,
I_rld_m and the ULS.). Whether India can make out a

ase for “mixing utopia with reality” under the
'I.abel of ‘mault alignment” is yet o be seen. but it
does provide grist to an idea being foated thae
this provides lesway for India to play a musch
bigger role in ‘Tnanaging conflice™.

It would be interesting to see whether this SCO
summit will pave the waw for India vo exploit
other situations created by political
contradictions and use them to its advantage. A
test case is India’s relations with Iran which hawve
been on the backburner for some time, following
a LS. threat to impose sanctions on India if it
continued to trade with Iran. Iran's President
appears to have floated a suggestion to hold a
summit meeting with India’s Prime Minister, amnd
the= ball is apparently in India’s cowurt. T COSt B
ndia on account of the freeze in relations with
Iran has been high. including having to pay
higher prices for crude and the inability vo urilise
the Chabahar Connectivity Project as an alternate
route to Afghanistan.

As of now, all this seems ar best, to be

the Ukraine issue are being touted as policy,
ignoring the fact that this has contributed little to
peace in Ukraine nor bed to a lessening of

rtensions. This is the case in our immediate
neighbourhood, whether it be Sri Lanka or
Afghani

the nature of rivalries and present global
undercurrents es this extremely tricky. It may
reguire a major overhaul of how we interpree
regional and international tensions that hawve
increased. For India, this poses a whole new
paradigm of challenges, and it is important for
India not 1o become the odd man out, as patterns
change. Mew priorities need to be devised
without squandering the past inheritance of
managing to remain independent of conflicting
blocs.

Ties with Chimna

Jeitisoning an erronecus belief that prevails
among some sections of India’s foreign policy
establishment, viz. that the erstwhile policy of

that the current adversarial relationship with
China is ‘carved in stone”, and can or never will
be altered. India’s foreign policy should be
creative enough to leave an opening for an
improvement in India-China relations over the
longer term

Again, the intensity of the current conflict

between India and China should not lead India’s
strategic establishment to overlook the fact that

fries maay
relationship’, but given the history of nations
there is enough scope for India o formulate a
policy that would not completely close the doors

ies=tel
which could well arise when China’s econommy

begins to stall and India’s economy (in-line with
the expectations of economists worldwide) rises,

Refashioning relations with China over
1o term is bt attention also needs
1o be given on how b tioms in the

extant circumstances. The watchwornd here again
is that there is no cnce in the nature of
relationships among nations, more so with the
so-called Big Powers.

Muclear dimension
issue that has remained on the backburmrer for

Russia-Ukraine conflice. India, no doubt, has been
a firm adherent of the “Na Lise Doctrine”,
and while nuclear relationships involving India,
Chimna and have remained remarkably
subdued over many vears, India’s strategic and
foreign policy establishment cannot afford 1o
overlook the nuclear aspect, given that the

coun

the effect of purting India at a disadvantamse wirh
both predictable and unpredictable
consequences. India’s new foreign policy
imperatives cannot again afford o ignore this
aspect, even though at present India is the only
one among the three that does not see nuclear
weapons as intended for use in the event of a war.
Mevertheless, it behoves India’s strategic and
foreign policy establishment 1o consider how best
to prevent ‘debilitating strategic instability” — with
regard to China in particular — given the pace ac
which China’s nuclear arsenal is srowing.

Hence, navigaring the coming decade promises
to be extremely demanding, if not dangerous,
with old fashioned geopol

current needs bur lsa}w:lys step ahead.
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TOPIC: VULNERABLE SECTION

Kurmi Tribe.

Kurmis block railway

trad(s demandlng v Kurmi is traditionally a non-elite tiller caste in the lower Gangetic plain of India,

inclusion on ST list

especially southern regions of Awadh, eastern Uttar Pradesh and parts of Bihar.

v The Kurmis came to be known for their exceptional work ethic, superior tillage
and manuring, and gender-neutral culture, bringing praise from Mughal and

British administrators alike
v'Kurmali language
Eighth Schedule

v'The Eighth Schedule to the constitution of India lists the official languages of India.
Although there are hundreds of languages spoken across the country, the eighth

WE4U IAS schedule regoanises ?Ot&tal of 22 Ian%y‘%%ve.%v %34’3113 Soef l?.131(1).ll%lngl,wlges. @



TOPIC: FAIRS & FESTIVAL

Tiwa Tribes

v'The tribe Tiwas (Lalungs) lives both in the hills and plains of Assam
and Meghalaya state. Tiwa means people who were lifted from

below.
v'They are recognized as a Scheduled tribe within the State of Assam.

v'The hill Tiwa villagers are habitual to the Jhum cultivation,
horticulture, vegetables and the crops which are cultivable in the

arca.

v'They speak a Tibeto Burman language.

Crop fest: Tiwa tribesmen dancing on the occasion of the Langkhon festival in Karbi Anglong district of Assam
on Tuesday. During the annual festival, farmers pray for a good harvest. RITU RAJ KONWAR
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