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Types of Disinvestment

A minority disinvestment is one such that, at the end of it, the

government retains a majority stake in the company, typically

greater than 51%, thus ensuring management control.

A majority disinvestment is one in which the government, post

disinvestment, retains a minority stake in the company i.e. it sells off

a majority stake.

Privatisation is a form of majority disinvestment wherein 100%

control of the company is passed on to a buyer.
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Monetary Policy Committee
Section 45ZB of the amended (in 2016) RBI Act, 1934, the central government is empowered to constitute a
six-member Monetary Policy Committee (MPC).

Objective: Further, Section 45ZB lays down that “the Monetary Policy Committee shall determine the Policy
Rate required to achieve the inflation target”.

The decision of the Monetary Policy Committee shall be binding on the Bank.
MPC shall consist of 6 members:
RBI Governor as its ex officio chairperson,
Deputy Governor in charge of monetary policy,
An officer of the Bank to be nominated by the Central Board,



Belt and Road Initiative:

More than 100 countries signed agreements with China to cooperate in BRI projects

like railways, ports, highways and other infrastructure.

 It was announced by the Chinese President Xi Jinping-led regime in 2013.
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It encompassed five kinds of activities:

1. Policy coordination

2. Trade promotion

3. Physical connectivity

4. Renminbi internationalization

5. People to people contacts.

Routes of BRI:

New Silk Road Economic Belt: It encompasses trade and investment hubs to the north of China; by reaching out to Eurasia

including a link via Myanmar to India.

Maritime Silk Road (MSR): It begins via the South China Sea going towards Indo-China, South-East Asia and then around

the Indian Ocean thus reaching Africa and Europe.
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What is Endosulfan?

Endosulfan is an insecticide which was first introduced in the 1950s and is commonly known by its trade name Thiodan.

It is linked to a slew of grave medical conditions, such as neurotoxicity, physical deformities, poisoning and more.

 It is sprayed on crops like cotton, cashew, fruits, tea, paddy, tobacco etc. for control of pests such as whiteflies, aphids,

beetles, worms etc.

Endosulfan is listed under both the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent and the Stockholm Convention

on Persistent Organic Pollutants.
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Agasthiyamalai biosphere reserve:

ABR is situated at the southern-most end of the Western Ghats and spread over two southern states Kerala and Tamil

Nadu.

 It is named after the Agastya Mala peak that rises up to almost 1868 metres above sea level, in Thiruvananthapuram,

Kerala.

 In March 2016, it was included in the World Network of Biosphere Reserves of UNESCO.

 It covers Peppara and Shendurney wildlife sanctuaries and parts of the Neyyar sanctuary in Kerala and the Kalakad

Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve of Tamil Nadu.

 It is home to the Kanikaran tribe, one of the oldest surviving ancient tribes in the world.
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Madras Day is celebrated on August 22, 2022. Madras Day is a day of celebrations organised in the city of Madras, the

capital city of the Indian state of Tamil Nadu.

 It commemorates the founding of the modern city by establishing Fort St George on a small piece of land acquired from

the last King of Chandragiri in 1639 by the British East India Company.
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