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Emergency credit line guarantee Scheme:

The scheme is a part of the AtmaNirbhar Bharat Abhiyan to make

India a self-dependent country.

Under the ECLGS, all loans sanctioned under the Guaranteed

Emergency Credit Line (GECL) facility will be provided with

additional credit. However, there are two specifications:

As per this scheme, 100% guarantee coverage is to be provided by

National Credit Guarantee Trustee Company Limited (NCGTC) to

the Member Lending Institutions (MLI), Banks, Financial

Institutions, and Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFC)

 It would increase access to, and enable the availability of additional

funding facilities to MSME and MUDRA borrowers
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 Kosasthalaiyar River, also known as Kortalaiyar River

 Kosasthalaiyar is 136-kilometre long and originates near Pallipattu in Thiruvallur district and drains

into the Bay of Bengal. Its northern tributary Nagari river originates in Chitoor district of Andhra

Pradesh and joins the main river in the backwaters of Poondi reservoir. Its catchment area is spread over

Vellore, Chitoor, North Arcot, Thiruvallur and Chennai districts.
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PM2.5 :

 The term fine particles, or particulate matter 2.5 (PM5), refers
to tiny particles or droplets in the air that are two and half
microns or less in width.

 Effect on health:Particles in the PM5size range are able to
travel deeply into the respiratory tract, reaching the lungs.

 Exposure to fine particles can cause short-term health effects
such as eye, nose, throat and lung irritation, coughing,
sneezing, runny nose and shortness of breath.

 Long term exposure to fine particulate matter may be
associated with reduced lung function and increased
mortality from lung cancer and heart disease.
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Nitrogen Dioxide(NO2) belongs to one of the highly reactive gases known as oxides of nitrogen or nitrogen

oxides (NOx). Other nitrogen oxides include nitrous acid and nitric acid.

 Formation: NO2 is formed when fossil fuels like coal, oil, gas and diesel are burned at high temperatures. It is also

formed during the burning of wood and natural gases.

Effects of NO2:Breathing air with a high concentration of NO2 can irritate airways in the human respiratory

system. Such exposures can aggravate respiratory diseases particularly asthma.
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Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZs):

 Eco-Sensitive Zones or Ecologically Fragile Areas are areas within 10 kms around Protected Areas, National

Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries.

 ESZs are notified by MoEFCC, Government of India under Environment Protection Act 1986.

 In case of places with sensitive corridors, connectivity and ecologically important patches, crucial for

landscape linkage, even area beyond 10 km width can also be included in the eco-sensitive zone.

 The basic aim is to regulate certain activities around National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries so as to

minimise the negative impacts of such activities on the fragile ecosystem encompassing the protected areas.



Manual scavenging is the practice of removing human excreta by hand from sewers or septic tanks.
 India banned the practice under the Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation 

Act, 2013 (PEMSR).
The Act recognizes manual scavenging as a “dehumanizing practice,” and cites a need to “correct the historical 

injustice and indignity suffered by the manual scavengers.”
Why is manual scavenging still prevalent in India?
The lack of enforcement of the Act.
Exploitation of unskilled labourers.
The practice is driven by caste, class and income divides.
Constitutional guarantee:Article 21 of the Constitution guarantees ‘Right to Life’ and that also with dignity. This 

right is available to both citizens and non-citizens. The ban Manual Scavenging should, therefore, should be 
implemented in letter and spirit.
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