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TOPIC: PREAMBLE

India proved sceptics
wrong, says President

‘Democracy not only grew roots here, it was enriched too

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI
Greeting all Indians in her
address on the eve of Inde-
pendence Day, President
Droupadi Murmu on Sunday
said the event marked the
day when the people had
freed themselves from the
shackles of colonial rulers
and decided to reshape the
country’s destiny.

=As all of us celebrate the
anniversary of that day, we
bow to all those men and
women who made enor-
mous sacrifices to make it
possible for us to live in a
free India,” the President

said and added that! Augnst
14 is observed as Partition
‘Horrors Remembrance Day
so as to promote social har-
mony, ‘unity and

Ms. Murmu said this Inde-
pendence Day was a cause of
celebration not only for all
Indians but also for every ad-
vocate of democracy around
the world. She said India
proved wrong the sceptics
who doubted the success of
the democratic form of go-
vernment in the country.

‘Universal franchise’

“India, after so many years
of exploitation at the hands
of foreign rulers, was
marked bypoveﬂyand i

racy. But we Indians proved
the sceptics wrong. Democ-

v'Democratic: The term implies that the Constitution of India has an

established form of Constitution which gets its authority from the

i

Proud occasion: President Droupadi Murmu addressing the nation
on the eve of the 76th Independence Day in New Delhi. = p71

(ﬁ .after Independence, all the generations
have toiled hard: how we met great
challenges and how we have taken charge of our
destiny. The lessons learnt in the process will prove
useful as we move towards the next milestone in
the journey of the nation — the Amirit Kaal, the 25
years to the celebration of the centenary of our
Ir:dcpcndencc We will have given a concrete
shape to the vision of those who. led by Babasaheb
Bhimrao Ambedkar. drafted the Constitution

prouPADI MURMU, President of India

racy not only grew roots in
this soil, it was enriched
too,” she said citing the ex-
ample of ‘universal adult
franchise right since the be-
ginning of the Republic.

She said at the beginning
of civilisation, saints and
seers of this land had deve-
loped a vision of humanity
that was defined by equality
of all; indeed, oneness of all.

She said the celebrations
of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav
were dedicated to the peo-
ple of India.
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“Indian Tricolour is flut-
tering in every neook and cor-
ner of the country. Great
martyrs would have been
thrilled to see the spirit of
the Independence Move-
ment coming alive again on
such a massive scale,” she
said in the speech.

She said for a country like
India, the passage of 75 years
is merely a blink of an eye.
“But for us as individuals, it
is a lifetime.”

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 18

will of the people expressed in an election.

v'The word democratic refers not only to political democracy but

also to social and economic democracy.

v Direct

government).
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TOPIC:ENVIRONMENT

Eco-tourism facilities
planned at Pulicat lake
v Pulicat Lagoon is the second largest brackish water lagoon in India, (after Chilika Lake

v Major part of the lagoon comes Andhra Pradesh

v The lagoon comprises the following regions, which adds up 759 square kilometres (293 sq mi) according to Andhra Pradesh Forest

Department.
1)  Pulicat Lake (Tamil Nadu-TN & Andhra Pradesh-AP)
2)  Marshy/Wetland Land Region (AP)
3)  Venadu Reserve Forest (AP)
4)  Pernadu Reserve Forest (AP)

The barrier island of Sriharikota separates the lagoon from the Bay of Bengal and is home to the Satish Dhawan Space Centre
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TOPIC:INDIAN NATIONAL MOVEMENT

An evernt to flag

DUSHYANT DAVE

s the nation celebrates W=mdi fox Arr-

rit Mahotsav”, with the accompany-

ing slogan, ‘Har Ghar Tiranga®, we

ust, while saluting the flag, pon-

der over the events that led to the birth of
this great national emblem. The Constituent
Assembly made an invahuable contribution
in giving us this great national fag, The de-
bates and events that took place in its adop-
Hon wers this. | JuEly 2 1Oy, Jawaharial
Mehruo moved the following Resolution be-
fore the Constituent Assembly of Indiz: Sies

equal proporton. In

1e band, there shall be a
Fbliseto represent the

The desizn of the Wheel shall be that of Che
Whecl (Chakra) which appears on the aba-
cuse of the Sarmatn Lo | of Ascka. ..
The diameter of the Wheel shall approxi-
mate to the width of the white band and the
ratio of the (-] > length of the Flas

the centre of the

=

The event marked the culmination of a
freedom strugele across over 100 years,
which millions of Indians, men, wormen and
children, sacrificed their lves and Lveli-
hood. The national ﬂag weas a sHght cherme—
over from [l’pe-s-lﬂgf :

Ht.

L Calcuita in ﬂ:.u;_
M@.— The flag was
mal resalution. but by popular accla Tl
usage, adopted much more by the sacrifice
that had surrounded it in the past few de-
cades. Mehru declared. with hope and trust,
amid cheers, that this flag was not ~a Flag of
Empire, a Flag of Imperialism, a Flas of dom-
inarion owver any body, bur aFlbs o
not only for curselves, but a symbol of ree-
dom to all people who may see ic”

The original flag had a charkha But it had a
wheel on one side and spindle on the other,
and if one looked at the fag from the other
side, the spindle would come the other way
and the wheel the other, making the flag
look disproportionare. Looking at this practi-
cal difficulty, the clhrarkha was replaced by
the chakra (wheel), being a symbol af “In-
dia’s ancient calture”; “a symb-ol of the many
things that [ndia had stood for through the

Seth Govind Das dismissed some thoughts
antributing : = commmnal angle o the colours
by =mying, ~1 would rermind you of the war of
Independence of 1857, At that time, the co-
lour of our flag was green and onder it we
fought that battle. It was at that time not the

cotour of Muskimns alone or of Hinduas but of
all  those who fought the w
Independence.™

S. Radhakrishnan said, “The Flaz links up
the past and the present. It is the legacy be-
queathed 1O us by the architects of onr Bber-
ty. Those who fought under this Flag are
mainly responsible for the arrival of this
Ereat day of Independence For ndia. .

Salyid Mohammad Saadulia sakd, ~In my
opinicn the Fiag symbolises the evolotion of
cur aspirafions, the fulfilment of our strugs-
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gﬁesand the ultimate resalt of all our sacrific-

in his view. the white portion of the fag
-m.as a reminder that we should be pure not
only in word but akso in deed, and that ~pur-
ity should be [the] motio of our Tife — oedivi-
dually as_well as_in_connection with the

Pandit Govind Malaviya put the debate on
a higher pedestal by declaring that ~.. The
flag may be of a piece of white cloth of amy
other insignificant material. but when it is
accepted as a National Flag, it becomes Lthe
emblem of national selfrespect.... It be-
comes its dearest object.”

~Remember,” said Sarojini Naidu, “under
this Flag there is no prince and there is no
peasamt, there is mo rich and there is no
poor. There is no privilege there is only du-
ty... and sacrifice. Whether we be Hindus or
Muskirms, Christians, Jains, Sikhs or Zoros-
trians and others, our Mother India has one
undivided heart and one indivisible spirit.
Men and women of reborn India, rise and sa-
Iute this Flag! I bid you. rise and salute the
Flag.~ she said, amidst thunderous cheers.

The President of the Assembly, Dr. Rajen-
dra Prasad, at the end of the Fwely and
sombre debate, pul the resolumtion o vole
and the motion was adopted, with the whole
Assembly standing

Let us hope India continues its progress

fOF ZEnerations to come under the aegls of

the Flag, “Vivar, Crescar, forear Imdia (May

India under the acgis of

and fowrish) =S Article 51,
s Dhuties

is Flag live, prow

Let us hope and pray at the National
Flag is revered at all times in light of the spirit
under which it was born

Enesfipant Dave 15 Sertar Advocate, Supremme oourt af
Prociia amd @ formrer Prestdent of the Siprere Cowrt
Bar Assoctoroer
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v The flag is based on the Swaraj flag, a flag of the Indian National Congress
designed by Pingali Venkayya.

v 1906.The first national flag, which consisted of three horizontal stripes of red,
yellow and green, is said to have been hoisted on 7th August, 1906, at the

Parsee Bagan Square, near Lower Circular Road, in Calcutta (now Kolkata).

v 1921.Later, in 1921, freedom fighter Pingali Venkayya met Mahatma Gandhi

and proposed a basic design of the flag, consisting of two red and green bands.

v 1931.After undergoing several changes, the Tricolour was adopted as our

national flag at a Congress Committee meeting in Karachi in 1931.

v 1947.The Indian flag was adopted in its present form during a meeting of the
Constituent Assembly held on 22nd July, 1947.

.
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TOPIC: LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Local governments in a state of disrepair

Nearly 30 years since the 73rd and 74th constitutional amendments came into force, politicians have

failed to keep their word on the true devolution of powers, responsibilities and accountabil

T.RL RAGHUNANDAN

ne cannot strike a cheerful

ary;
et of i democracy:

MLAs d MPs;, IJ|E
lmmher ‘o s Shniod e
ves oxploded o near

Ve
taticnally
f

remcrats. The strategy
Jet's spout the talk, bullﬂsnmwalk
it Let s starve | governments o

stadf and money. That is g-ml,

While many cecfed at caabling
and OBCs to occu-

of an anachronism, the dis-

T Teariesstip pesitors, polilciss
of all hues were alive to the signifi

wrict of Madhya Pradesh. »m

amongst urban citizens — most have
been indifferent in the pas — 10 en-
with and combat_bad
Over the

collec-
feted, othe-
ersmnmmm]uvuhuwlnca]p gage

ir funds, by panc

that perform these duties without line departments. Earlier, in many

to, ar States, line
with the people. The Smart City  willing
“Special Purpose Vehicle' s a partic-
ularky ill-rey mple.

i

local deci
Guess whv cenwalised benil:r

lection, payments md kcation
decisions of public wilities are so
ar with bureancracs? They take  around to keep Jocal instinutions

i higher-level

iy o local, mmmddmn— ing, even as

in a delicious plraﬂm( amin
held any higher-level
st

cal services.
Secons

ovr = en
government money is spent, f they
actually devolved power i local go-

the mdmgﬂm st

politicians. This, benefictary lists  fully, has assured line departments
prepared gram sablas are overnments have the cap-
subverted by MLAs acting in concert :hllnym manage their own

reutrality, are unahle to resist politi-
cal pressure barve.

Local governme:
are much mose than our garbage col-

ts.
“Local governments have o ca- lectors and street-light managers.
pacity.” they proclaim, i i They are cur most effective vaccines
Bands at the lakhs of dlected mem- asxhepou against the pandemic of big
brers who had siood for and Tl et wodkis Eovernment.
them — no bureau- ularly regarding t}memb]mg of peo-
=t had the capacity to da. ples” TR i Joint Socretary,
‘There is & cabal forged between e ot breaklows Comermment of

tax resources such
top-level politicians and such bu-  perty taxes, in many States, xtme.s
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5, Minésery of Panchayari fa,
of urban services is igniting interest  fndia
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Union Government

Local Government

District Panchayat

Intermediate Panchayat

Village Panchayat

Municipal Corporation

Municip?‘i Council

Nagar Panchayat
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TOPIC: MACROECONOMICS

The fastest-growing large
cconomy in the world

India has come a lomng way, bur muach remains to be done
wverty. the scarcity crfg-wﬂh captenl, m Tom
an begottan

i -
&_ e M -
A ing model of & One could
AFIT SANADE arpue. with hindsight. that it _should have
h earfier than when we

ght of ¢ comditic

ndis repressTies
= = -

B
flinm i IDSO to mearky 33 il

ragbe is a'l:na-.t 2% lower than

r cry from
having o go with a £ borerd no the IME

scale hyidrogen economy holds the tanzalis-
ing promise of an energy surplus, not defi-
cient, and i

MNemative aspeects
The economy s glass is more than half Rl
wre _cann, tive aspects.

that other former colonsal, dewvelop-
fng coumtries can onlby e

India’s carly post-independence cconosm-
#c stratemy had to factor in the extreme po-
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v'Purchasing power parity (PPP) is the measurement of prices in
different countries that uses the prices of specific goods to
compare the absolute purchasing power of the countries'

currencies, and, to some extent, their people's living standards.

v Twin deficit refers to the fiscal and current account deficit. Fiscal
deficit means higher expenditure over income. The gap between
expenditure and income is bridged through borrowing from
market. The term current account deficit is derived from current

account balance.



_ . v Constitutional Provisions Governing Reservation in India
Changing contexts of caste
Ihu ﬂu_\aning_q UfCHSIL" ha\_—'(_l l]"Elﬂf-:ﬁ.'I]'ﬂ'if_‘d HSEH}'SI@H} \/ Part XVI deals With reservation Of SC and ST il’l Cel’ltral and State legiSIatureS.
regulating life chances, as a mode of political mobilisation,
or as a socio-cultural identity

Cmm“ e e i v Article 15(4) and 16(4) of the Constitution enabled the State and Central

ways. First, it is a system that rems-
lates rhe'dhﬂ:uﬁnnfmdaﬁdma- . .
g oo e KT Governments to reserve seats in government services for the members of the SC and
;lm:l 1[ remzins one ufﬂ;:imm
pofifics & s now far more disagmregated, com- ST
plex and uncertain than it used to be. Thind,
and perhazs most eh.il;ive_ for ever}?m: e1x-
cept @ small upper-class, upper-caste efite
caste continues to be 3 form of community . by . .
ccing - ke e Ml Belegi v'The Constitution was amended by the Constitution (77th Amendment) Act, 1995
in ways that affect all three modalities,

AMmdE s and a new clause (4A) was inserted in Article 16 to enable the government to
|ating material opportunities in independent

et gt T i i et provide reservation in promotion.

n[]s:fresn:a.ngmu form, “reservation” was a

pre-Independence idea emerging | from the

S v Constitutional 81st Amendment Act, 2000 inserted Article 16 (4 B) which enables

ed to be an antidote for caste discrimination
rather than a remedy for backwardness. But,
by the time the Constitution of the new Re-

Pk s aophed Jamaay 195, e M the state to fill the unfilled vacancies of a year which are reserved for SCs/STs in the

had changed fundamentally. e
e L s e e succeeding year, thereby nullifying the ceiling of fifty percent reservation on total
| e

nefi rovded by the sta o cetain casts. number of vacancies of that year.

The rest of society was seen as the domain of
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v Article 330 and 332 provides for specific representation through reservation of seats for SCs and STs in the

Parliament and in the State Legislative Assemblies respectively.
v Article 243D provides reservation of seats for SCs and STs in every Panchayat.
v Article 233T provides reservation of seats for SCs and STs in every Municipality.

v Article 335 of the constitution says that the claims of SCs and STs shall be taken into consideration constituently

with the maintenance of efficacy of the administration.
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THANK YOU
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