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2 Directorate of Enforcement (ED)

The Directorate of Enforcement (ED) is a multi-
disciplinary organization mandated with investigation 
of offences of money laundering and violations of 
foreign exchange laws.

It functions under the Department of Revenue of the 
Ministry of Finance.

As a premier financial investigation agency of the 
Government of India, the Enforcement Directorate 
functions in strict compliance with the Constitution and 
Laws of India.
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The statutory functions of the Directorate include enforcement of following Acts:

1. Conservation of Foreign Exchange and Prevention of Smuggling Activities 
Act, 1974 (COFEPOSA)

2. Foreign Exchange Management Act, 1999 (FEMA)

3. Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA)

4. Fugitive Economic Offenders Act, 2018 (FEOA)
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4 The Lokayukta is the Indian 
Parliamentary Ombudsman, 
executed into power, through 
and for, each of the State 
Governments of India.

It is an anti-corruption authority. 
The object of Lokayukta system 
in a state is to make 
investigation of grievances, 
allegations against public 
servants.
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Maharashtra was first in this respect with its Lokayukta body established in 1971.

Appointment:

The lokayukta and upalokayukta are appointed by the Governor of the state. 
While appointing, the governor in most of the states consults (a) the chief justice 
of the state high court, and (b) the leader of Opposition in the state legislative 
assembly.
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6 The Uttaramerur inscription, dated around 920 A.D. in the reign 
of Parantaka Chola [907-955 A.D.], testifies to the historical fact 
that nearly 1,100 years ago, a village had an elaborate and 
highly refined electoral system and even a written constitution 
prescribing the mode of elections.

The inscription gives astonishing details about the constitution 
of wards, the qualification of candidates standing for elections, 
the disqualification norms, the mode of election, the 
constitution of committees with elected members, the functions 
of those committees, the power to remove the wrongdoer, etc. 
The villagers even had the right to recall the elected 
representatives if they failed in their duty.
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 Sabha and Ur
• Uthiramerur had two village assemblies: Gram Sabha and Ur.
• Sabha was exclusively a Brahmin assembly, while the Ur was made up of people 

belonging to all classes.
• Sabha managed land sales, endowment fund for dredging a tank, and assigned duties 

to the Ur for managing deserted land.
• Sabha assembled in the hall of the local temple and was summoned through beating 

of the drums.
• The inscriptions contained references to variyars, the executive officers subordinate 

to the Sabha.
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• The executive powers were given to committees called Variyams during the Chola 
king Parantaka I’s reign (907–955).

• Each variyam constituted 6 to 12 members, depending on the importance of its 
functions.

• The first inscription (dated 919 CE) described the rules for electing committee 
members.

• The second inscription (dated 921 CE) described some amendments to these rules to 
make them more practical.
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• The inscription lays down the qualifications for a nominee, including ownership of 
tax-paying land, residence on self-owned land, age between 35 and 70 years, 
knowledge of mantras and the Brahmanas, and not being associated with certain 
offenses or activities.

• The candidates were selected via Kudavoloi (pot of palm leaf tickets) system.

• The tenure of a committee member was 360 days.

• Anyone found guilty of an offense was immediately removed from the office.
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