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stablished on 18th October, 2010 under the National Green Tribunal Act 2010.

Established for effective and expeditious disposal of cases relating to environmental protection and 

conservation of forests and other natural resources.

New Delhi is the Principal Place of Sitting of the Tribunal and Bhopal, Pune, Kolkata and Chennai shall be 

the other four places of sitting of the Tribunal.

The Tribunal is not bound by the procedure laid down under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, but shall 

be guided by principles of natural justice.
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NGT is mandated to make disposal of applications or appeals finally within 6 months of filing of the same.

With the establishment of the NGT, India became the third country in the world to set up a specialised

environmental tribunal, only after Australia and New Zealand, and the first developing country to do so.

Composition:

Sanctioned strength: The act allows for up to 40 members (20 expert members and 20 judicial members).

Chairman: Is the administrative head of the tribunal, also serves as a judicial member and is required to be a

serving or retired Chief Justice of a High Court or a judge of the Supreme Court of India.
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The NGT deals with civil cases under the seven laws related to the environment, these include:

1. The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974,

2. The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Cess Act, 1977,

3. The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980,

4. The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981,

5. The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986,

6. The Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991 and

7. The Biological Diversity Act, 2002.

Any violation pertaining to these laws or any decision taken by the Government under these laws can be

challenged before the NGT.
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Section 66A:

It empowered police to make arrests over what policemen, in

terms of their subjective discretion, could construe as “offensive”

or “menacing” or for the purposes of causing annoyance,

inconvenience, etc.

It prescribed the punishment for sending messages through a

computer or any other communication device like a mobile

phone or a tablet, and a conviction could fetch a maximum of

three years in jail.

Section 66A was contrary to both Articles 19 (free speech) and

21 (right to life) of the Constitution.
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Sloth bear

Sloth bears are found in Sri Lanka, India, Bhutan and Nepal, predominantly in lowland areas.Sloth bears 
primarily eat termites and ants, and unlike other bear species, they routinely carry their cubs on their backs.

They are also very fond of honey, hence their alternative name of “honey bear”.
Sloth bears do not hibernate.
As per the IUCN Red List, the Sloth bear is listed as vulnerable. No fewer than 20,000 sloth bears survive in 

the forests of Indian and Sri Lanka. It is listed in Schedule 1 of the  Indian Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.
October 12 World sloth bear day.
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