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Topic: State Executive

WE4U IAS                                    8248208309                     www.we4uiasedu.co.in

2



Topic: Governor Pardoning Power

Article 161:

 The Governor of a State shall have the power to grant pardons, reprieves, respites or

remissions of punishment or to suspend, remit or commute the sentence of any person

convicted of any offence against any law relating to a matter to which the executive

power of the State extends.

Terms

Pardon: It removes both the sentence and the conviction and completely absolves the

convict from all sentences, punishments and disqualifications.

WE4U IAS                                    8248208309                     www.we4uiasedu.co.in

3



 Commutation: It denotes the substitution of one form of punishment for a lighter form.

For example, a death sentence may be commuted to rigorous imprisonment, which in

turn may be commuted to a simple imprisonment.

 Remission: It implies reducing the period of sentence without changing its character.

For example, a sentence of rigorous imprisonment for two years may be remitted to

rigorous imprisonment for one year.
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 Respite: It denotes awarding a lesser sentence in place of one originally awarded due to

some special fact, such as the physical disability of a convict or the pregnancy of a

woman offender.

 Reprieve: It implies a stay of the execution of a sentence (especially that of death) for a

temporary period. Its purpose is to enable the convict to have time to seek pardon or

commutation.
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Topic: Judiciary
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Topic:Collegium System for the Appointment of Judges

 First Judges Case (1981):

 It declared that the “primacy” of the CJI’s (Chief Justice of India) recommendation on

judicial appointments and transfers can be refused for “cogent reasons.”

 The ruling gave the Executive primacy over the Judiciary in judicial appointments for

the next 12 years.
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Second Judges Case (1993):

 SC introduced the Collegium system, holding that “consultation” really meant

“concurrence”.

 It added that it was not the CJI’s individual opinion, but an institutional opinion formed

in consultation with the two senior-most judges in the SC.

Third Judges Case (1998):

 SC on the President's reference (Article 143) expanded the Collegium to a five-member

body, comprising the CJI and four of his senior-most colleagues.
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Critical about the Collegium System

 Opaqueness and a lack of transparency.

 Scope for nepotism.

 Embroilment in public controversies.
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Topic: Centre State Relations
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Topic:Disaster Management

National Disaster Relief Force:

 After a series of natural calamities including, the Orissa Super Cyclone (1999), Gujarat

Earthquake (2001) and Indian Ocean Tsunami (2004), among many others, the

concerned authorities took necessary steps towards designing a systematic disaster

management plan.

 This led to the enactment of the Disaster Management Act on December 26, 2005.
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 The Disaster Management Act has statutory provisions for the constitution of the

National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) for the purpose of specialized response to

natural and man-made disasters.

 The practice of “proactive availability” of this Force to the States and that of “pre-

positioning”, in a threatening disaster situations have immensely helped minimise

damage, caused due to natural calamities in the country.
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Topic:Disease

 It is a bacterial disease that affects humans and animals.

 It is caused by bacteria of the genus Leptospira.

 In humans, it can cause a wide range of symptoms, some of which may be mistaken for

other diseases.

 Some infected persons, however, may have no symptoms at all.
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 Some infected persons, however, may have no symptoms at all.

Without treatment, Leptospirosis can lead to kidney damage, meningitis (inflammation

of the membrane around the brain and spinal cord), liver failure, respiratory distress,

and even death.

 A single dose of doxycycline 200 mg tablet is effective as a preventive medicine against

leptospirosis, a bacterial infection, if given to the flood-affected within a week of the

natural calamity.
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Topic:History

 Kempe Gowda was a chieftain under the Vijayanagara kings and ruled over most parts

of Karnataka in the 16th century.

 widely accepted as the founder of Bangalore.
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Topic:Vulnerable Section
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