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INDIA AND I'TS NEIGHBOURHOOD
India-Bangladesh ties, a model for bilateral cooperation

The contributions of the Sheikh Iasina government to nurturing the specnl ‘bonding need to be acknowledged

RAJIV BHATIA

he state visit of the Prime Mi-

mnister of Bangladesh Sheikh

Hasina, to India (September
5-8) has amply showcased the high
stakes of both polities in their bi-
lateral ties, imbued with regional
significance. Delhi and Dhaka are
fully conscious that they must get
this vital equation right, constant-
Iv strengthening and deepening
their cooperation and countering
the chall they face. Only then

can this relationship be conwvinc-
ingly projected as a major success
for their foreign policies. Even be-
fore reachi:ng MNew Del.hi Ms. Hasi-

na came to power again in 2009,

Dhaka’s expectations

In one of her most candid inter-
views given just prior to her visit,
Ms. Hasina vividly recalled how In-
dia had helped her all the way

nation of her faﬂler Sheikh Muji-
bur Rahman, and a number of
other members of her family. Tt
was a national catastrophe. The
shelter, security and support ex-
tended by Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi and subsequent govern-
ments shaped Ms. Hasina’s world-
view and her perception of India.
As Prime Minister, she reciprocat-

the ge es adequately by tak:
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Ms. Hasina has stressed the poin
that if there were differences bet-
ween India and China, she did not
wish to “put her nose to it”.

Four, she has conceded that

The context above helps to eval-
uate the outcome of Ms. Hasina’s
latest India visit. She last visited In-
dia in 2019. She played host to the
Prime Minister and the President
of India, when they visited Bangla-

desh in Mexrch and. December

2021, respectively. The visits
marked triple epochal celebra-
tioms: the birth of Ban-

anniversary
gabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-

man, the Father of Nation; the
golden jubilee of Independence;
and 50 years of the establishment
of diplomatic_relations between

3 India’s
ter S. Jaishankar tweeted, “The
warmth and frequency of our lea-
dership level contacts is a testimo-
ny to our close neighbo[ulrly part-
nership.” This process _ has
conl:u:l.ued unhin

Specific outcomes

Indian officials identified sewveral
specific outcomes of Ms. Hasina’'s
discussions with Prime_ Minister

t. Second, the
two sides recommitted themselves
to enhancing their development
partnership which is already quite
extensnie and multi-faceted.
Third, v agreed “to build resi-
lient su_ppl'y chains™ between the
two countries and “across the re-
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and to conclude
negotiations by the time Bangla-
desh graduates from least dewve-
loped country status in 2026. Fi-
nall ured

the leaders favo

They agr to build on the im-
pressive successes achieved in the
past decade in this sphere.

I_.Gglsucs for
power u-acle between Bangladesh
and its neighbours — India, Nepal
and Bhutan — have been put in
place. India will assist Bangladesh
by sharing its rich experience of
innovation through starmps.

About the issues flagged by Ms.
Hasina, has there been progress?
On the displaced people from the
Rakhine state (the word ‘Rohin-
gya’ was not used in deference to
Myanmar's sens[rl:hdty], India ex-

j fie

l]‘ldla i.s lma le to
there was

but in a slgn.lﬁcant forward
movement, the two governments
agreed on the shasing of the wa-
ters ofl:he Kushiyara e common
bord i

thrust of the discussion on
China-related issues, if it wok
place at all, is not known. When

pressed by the media, India’s Fo-
reign Secretary Vinay Kwatra ob-
served that the strategic priorities,
interests, and concerns have all
been “factored in our cooperative
matrix of engagement™, siressing
that this bilateral relationship
stands “on its own merits”. The
question of the safety of minorities
did not find a place in the joint
statement, but Dhaka routinely
reiterates its commitment to pro-
tecting the Hindus in Bangladesh.

Sobering ground realities

In India. there are continuing wor-
ries about the cumulative and ad-
verse impact of COVID-19 and the
Ukraine war on Bangladesh’s eco-
nomy. The country faces escalat-
ing protests on the streets that
have been triggered by a sharp rise
in fuel prices, an erosion of foreign
currency reserves, and a deepen-
ing financial crisis. Besides, the
rising influence of fundamentalist
forces, extremism, and radicalisa-
tion poses a serious danger to pol-
itical stability. Thus, the contours
of combined challenges before the
Sheikh Hasina government as it
faces parliamentary elections in
2023 become clear.

It is for Bangladesh citizens to
elect their next government, but
they should know that the contri-
bution of Sheikh Hasina and the
Awami League governmment to
building a strong relationship with
their largest neighbour is enor-
mous and widely appreciated in

Rajiv Bhatia is Distinguished Fellow,
Gateway House. A former Ambassador,
bewrites regularly on developments in
South Asla
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TOPIC: HEALTH

Adopt a TB patient’ drive finds mitras

Scheme introduced to engage the community in India’s fight ateliminating tuberculosis by 2025

BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN
NEW DELHI

The Union Health Ministry’s
“adopt a TB-patient” (INi-
kshay Mitra) initiative —
probably the only one-of-its-
kind in the world — an-
nounced on Friday had
1,78,443 TB patients and
1,667 Ni-kshay Mitras (do-
nors) enrolling till Sunday
evening.

The programme was
brought in to fill the critical
“community” element into
India’s fight towards elimi-

nating TB by 2025 under the
Pradhan Mantri TB-Mukt
Bharat Abhiyaan.

“Though the efforts of the
government are yielding sig-
nificant results, the com-
munity and the institutions
in society could play a criti-
cal role in filling the gaps and
addressing the social deter-
minants, thereby contribut-
ing to the national goal,” a
Health Ministry official said.

The official said that for
the effective engagement of
the community for eradicat-
ing TB in India, the Ministry
was implementing commun-
ity support for TB patients —
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the Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt
Bharat Abhiyaan.

The donors include coop-
erative societies, corporates,
elected representatives, indi-
viduals, institutions, non-go-
vernmental organisations,
political parties and partners
willing to adopt the health fa-
cilities (for individual donor)
and wurban wards, blocks,
districts and States for accel-
erating the response against
TB to complement the go-
vernment’s efforts, as per
the district-specific require-
ments in coordination with
the district administration.

Additional support
According to the Ministry,
the State and the district ad-
ministration would support
the donors in prioritising the
districts and in providing
guidance on the critical gap
analysis and district-specific
needs.

The support provided to
the patient under this initia-
tive is in addition to the free
diagnostics, free drugs and
the Ni-kshay Poshan Yojana
provided by the National TB
Elimination Programme

India has the world's highest tuberculosis burden with nearly
four lakh people dying from it every year. =nissar AHMAD

(NTEP) to all the patients
notified from both the public
and the private sector.

The Ministry said that do-
nors would provide addition-
al support to all the on-treat-
ment TB patients who had
given consent for support, in
the selected health facilities,
blocks, urban wards, dis-
tricts and States. “Only indi-
vidual donors can choose

the patients from a given

health facility.
Others have to choose the
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entire geographical unit
(blocks, urban wards, dis-
tricts and States),” noted a
Health Ministry official.

He added that the type of
additional assistance that
may be provided by the do-
nors to on-treatment TB pa-
tients who had given consent
for support shall include nu-
tritional support, additional
investigations, vocational
support and additional nutri-
tional supplements.

The minimum period of

commitment for providing
the support to the TB patient
will beone year. The Minis-
try said that the initiative
would increase the active in-
volvement of society in the
fight against tuberculosis.

“This activity aims at in-
creasing awareness among
the public regarding tuber-
culosis and the involvement
of the community in sup-
porting the treatment cas-
cade shall also help in the re-
duction of the stigma.
Ultimately, improved nutri-
tion for TB patient shall re-
sult in better treatment out-
comes,” the Ministry
explained in its guidance
document.

India has the world’s high-
est tuberculosis (TB) burden,
with 26 lakh people con-
tracting the disease and ap-
proximately four lakh people
dying from it every year. The
economic burden of TB in
terms of the loss of lives, in-
come and workdays is also
substantial. 'TB usually af-
fects the most economically
productive age group of so-
ciety resulting in a significant
loss of working days.
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