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TOPIC: VULNERABLE SECTIONS

Status beyond faith

The panel on giving SC status to
converts has its work cut out

Commission to examine the sensitive is-

sue of extending Scheduled Caste (SC)
status to all those who have historically suffered
discrimination and untouchability, regardless of
the religion they now profess. It is a task fraught
with dithculty for the panel headed by former
Chief Justice of India, K. G. Balakrishnan, as it will
have to grapple with both social realities and ide-
ological objections while addressing the core
question. The government itself has described it
as a seminal and historically complex sociologi-
cal and constitutional question. This is not the
first time that the issue has come up before the
Supreme Court — the panel’s appointment comes
in the wake of the Court asking the Centre to clar-
ify its position on the issue — or has been exa-
mined by a commission headed by a former Chief
Justice. In 1985, the Supreme Court agreed that
historical discrimination may continue even after
members of the SCs convert to other religions,
but did not decide in favour of such converts be-
ing given SC status as it felt there was not enough
material outlining their condition after conwver-
sion. It is to be welcomed that the Balakrishnan
Commission has been asked specifically to exa-
mine the changes that Dalits go through after con-
version in terms of their social status and the dis-
crimination they may face, along with the
implications of according them SC status.
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T he Centre has appointed a three-member

The National Commission for Religious and
Linguistic Minorities, headed by retired Chief Jus-
tice Ranganath Mishra, also examined this issue.
In its 2007 report, the panel made a categorical
recommendation in favour of giving SC status to
Dalits belonging to all religions. It found the caste
system to be “an all-pervading social phenome-
non in India shared by almost all Indian com-
munities”. It stressed the constitutional need to
eliminate the religion-based discrimination un-
derlying the present policy of limiting SC status to
those professing Hinduism, Sikhism and Budd-
hism. While the tenets of a religion may not allow
discrimination, the ground reality was different,
it said. The main counter-views are well-known:
discrimination and deprivation being the conse-
quences of the caste-based Hindu social order, SC
status should not be extended to those who have
converted to Christianity and Islam; and the be-
nefits involved may be seen as an incentive to
mass conversion. Another objection is that the
share of the reservation pie available to Dalits
among Hindus may shrink if new sections are in-
cluded. There is no ‘creamy layer’ concept for SC
reservation, and expanding its scope may be to
the disadvantage of the current beneficiaries.
The Commission will have to come up with a de-
finitive study of these complex issues.
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National Commission for Minorities:

vIn 1993, the first Statutory National
Commission was set up and five
religious  communities viz  the
Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists
and Zoroastrians (Parsis) were notified

as minority communities.

vIn 2014, Jains were also notified as a

minority community.
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Composition:

v NCM consists of a Chairperson, a Vice-Chairperson and five members and all of them shall be from

amongst the minority communities.

v'Total of 7 persons to be nominated by the Central Government should be from amongst persons of

eminence, ability and integrity.

v'Tenure. Each Member holds office for a period of three years from the date of assumption of office.
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TOPIC:IR

1The coalition of thie world

he Leaguse of Nations,
set up in 1920, was the
first inrerngmovernrmental
organisation with thee
airm to prommote intermaatiomnal
cooperation amnd owtlived its wtility
writh World VWar [I. The Uil
Mations claimns to be the one place
wihere all the wrorld’s mations carn
discuss cormmon problemms and
faind shared solutions that benefit
all of hurmanity. MNow, 75 years
larer, risinges conflict sitmations
sugoest it is time o go back o first
principles of thhe Charter.

The United Mations Secretary
General (UNSGE., AartSrbdco
Cuterres, made a candid
assessiment of global gowvermanoce .
He addressed the Unived Nations
General Assembly and said the
“wwrorld is in big trouble™,
“oridlockesd in colossal global
dysfuncticorn™. ren thee G20 is in
the trap of geopolitical divides".
“In a splintering world., we need o
create mMmechanisms of dialoguae o
Theal divides" and “only by acting
as ore, We can rnurtuare fragile
shoots of hope™ for a “coalition of
the world™ . This is a call for fresh
thinlkdrng.

India’s Pre—s:ld.t:ncy o I'J'le AT COLE
o 20, LIS il (LIS

L™ @t s el rrirg praizwt
The gridlock does ot flow from
bilateral relations but from the
wway intermnatiornal cooperation is
Teimgs l'eﬂeﬁrlecl.
First, rawnil s is ureder
challenge ewven by its proponent,
wweith the United States opting for
partnerships, with the most
important arcas being the worst
affected. The G7F Summmmit, held i
June, endorsed the goals of a
cooperative international Clinnate
Club to accelerate climnate action
ocutside the TN, The dispuite
settlement mrechanisn of the WTO
withowur the guorarnm of irts
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Evnlouel Savwwwraal

is a formmer UM
diplomat

India’s
Presidemncy of
thee G20, SCO
arnd UUNSC is o
historic

o peorriue ity For
reinventing the
Linvitecd MNations
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mmembers has rendered the
inmstdtution dysfuncticonal. Despite
the GO7F havinge acceprtaed thhe meaed
for transfer of funds at Rio in 1992,
because of their role in creatimgo
the climate crisis. the promise
mmade in 2009 oo provide at least
S100 billion per year in climate
famnance remains unfulfilled.

Second. China has opted for
rival set of multilateral instinations.
China's Bele and Road Initiative
(BRI secks to achiewve policy,
infrastuacare , trade, financial,
and people-to-people conmectivity
by building a new platform for
imnternational cooperation o create
“rmew drivers of shared
development™ . and covers half the
wwrorlid population with one-thind
the GDP and investment of S930
billion. China’s Global
Developrmnent Indtiarive, 2021, and
Tinked Global Security Initiative.
2022 | is developingge a concepoual
frame responding oo an urbanising
world. i.e. digital governmance armd
mon-traditiconal security, which the
imnternmational systerm has mot
coversd.

diffusion of wealth,. techmnologsy:
and powernr. The ‘rest”, despite
threats, are now capable of noc
taking sides and are looking for
Jeadership within the Univted
MNMations, for what the UNSCG
characrerised as “coalition of the
wrorld™ .

Incila il chair the Security

in December, arvd wwrill

WWW.

hawve thhe Presidency of the G20
and the SCO.

“wasudbaiva kuatummbalcane”
Strategists in major powers see the
wworld in binary termms arowunc
miles. In a mualtipolar world., the
guestion is the kind of rales
meaeded for hurman wellbeirngs anmnd
whether principles would serwve
the purpose bhetter.

Second. the tine is ripe for a
“bigr idea” thhat both keceps anwan
from the current multilareral focus
on global raules,. amount of aid amnd
inviolability of TPR’s as well as
recognises a role for competing
Iinsthations as COUniries Cars Twows
secure the best terms themselves
“arithyvount bargaimvirgg.

Third, just as the “Rio
'I:rr]ru:lple-s. continue o saide

focusing on comparable
Tewvels of wellbeing can be the core
of a set of universal
socio-cconomic principles for a
dialogre the stares.

Fourth. vo the cuarrent global
CIOTMSeMNSLLES arournd eguitable
sustainable development, Prirme
Mindster Marendra Modi has added
a clearer socicetal pea
out a universal civilisational
principle. He emphasised

‘Lifestyle for Enwvironmment” sesimng
climmate change as a sock

rocess and combating it devoid
of trade-offs characreristic .of the
Clitnmate Treaty. He has also offered
India's pavmments and linked digical
I vechnology withiowt TIPR
restrictions..

Fifrh. redefinings ‘cormimor
concerns” in terms of felt needs of
the majority rather thhan intercsts
and concerns of the powerfual will
shift the focus of a muich slimamned
down United Nations sguarcelhy to
human wellbeing ., and not as an
aAadd-om .

India’s Presidential statcrment

dhaiva

Decemiber. The SOCO Suarmrnit weill
precede the G20 Suarmanitc arud
acceptance of overarching
principles will support accepitance
by the wider G240
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At I7.45 lakh crore, direct tax
receipts cross half the target

Gross collections reach ¥8.98 lakh crore; tax refunds jump 81% over the preceding year to touch

R1.53 lakh crore; Finance Ministry says revenues have been registering a steady growth

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ndia’s net direct tax
l collections till Octob-

er 8 in the financial
year 2022-23 have risen to
£7.45 lakh crore, more than
half of the Budget targets,
the Union Finance Minis-
try said on Sunday. It is an
increase of 16.3% over the
tax inflows during the cor-
responding period a year
ago.

Based on provisional da-
ta, net personal income tax
collections grew 17.35%,
rising faster than corporate
income tax collections that
were up 16.29% net of re-
funds. Securities Transac-
tion Tax (STT) collections
combined with personal
income tax receipts, grew
at a more moderate
16.25%.

Underlining that direct

Revenue rises

The graph shows the increase in tax collections this fiscal year up to October 8, 2022 compared
with the figures for the corresponding period last year. Net personal income tax collections grew at
17.35%, faster than corporate income tax collections that were up 16.29%, net of refunds

Direct tax collection (net of refund) _ 16.3%

Personal income tax (including
securities transaction tax)
Corporate income tax

(after adjusting for refunds)
Personal income tax

(after adjusting for refunds)

16.29%

tax collections continue to
register a steady growth,
the Ministry said tax re-
funds had jumped 81% ov-
er the preceding year to
touch ¥1.53 lakh crore.

Gross collections
Gross direct tax collections
reached %8.98 lakh crore
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by Saturday, 23.8% more
than in the corresponding
period of 2021-22, After ad-
justing for refunds, net di-
rect tax revenues now con-
stitute 52.46% of the total
Budget Estimates. Net di-
rect tax collections had
crossed ¥7 lakh crore by
September 17 and were
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23.3% higher at the time,
so there appears to have
been a moderation in tax
inflows in the intervening
three weeks.

Gross revenues from di-
rect taxes were  at
¥8,36,225 crore on Sep-
tember 17, reflecting a
30.2% growth.

v'Securities Transaction Tax
(STT) is a tax payable in India
on the value of securities
(excluding commodities and
currency) transacted through

a recognized stock exchange.

v' A corporate tax is a tax on
the profits of a corporation.
The taxes are paid on a

company's taxable income
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TOPIC: TAXATION

Corporation turns its attention to
professional tax to improve revenue

Professional tax
v It is a direct tax on the income of all earning individuals.

v Professional tax is a direct tax on the income of all earning individuals. It is imposed by the state

governments. Direct tax on the profits of companies and corporates is called corporate tax.

©

WEA4U IAS 8248208309 www.weduiasedu.co.in



TOPIC: SOCIAL REFORMER

THE “,Iil&lj'l‘

About Basavanna.

v’ Basavanna was a 12th-century philosopher, statesman,
Kannada poet and a social reformer during the reign of
the Kalachuri-dynasty king Bijjala I in Karnataka, India.

v’ Basavanna spread social awareness through his poetry,
popularly known as Vachanaas. Basavanna rejected gender
or social discrimination, superstitions and rituals.

v' He introduced new public institutions such as
the Anubhava Mantapa which welcomed men and women
from all socio-economic backgrounds to discuss spiritual

and mundane questions of life, in open.

v' The Sharana movement he presided over attracted people

from all castes. @
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