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Topic: Prelims Facts

Chiefs of Indian, French Air Forces
join ongoing Garuda-VII air exercise

®» Garuda VII is the seventh edition of the bilateral air exercise between India and France.

» This joint exercise will provide a platform for both the countries to enhance

operatiphal capability and interoperability, while also sharing best practices.

Participation of the IAF and FASF in this exercise will promote professional interaction,
exthange of experiences and enhancement of operational knowledge, besides

strengthening bilateral relations between the two countries.
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Researchers discover new crab species
in Vellar estuary in Cuddalore district

S. Prasad
CUDDALORE

Researchers have discovered
a new species of estuarine
crab at the mangroves of Pa-
rangipettai near the Vellar riv-
er in Cuddalore district.

The species has been
named Pseudohelice annama-
lai in recognition of Annama-
lai University’s 100 years of
service in education and re-
search.

The discovery has been pu-
blished in the latest issue of
Zoological Studies by M. Pre-
ma and S. Ravichandran of
the Centre of Advanced Stu-
dies (CAS) in Marine Biology,
Annamalai University, in col-
laboration with Professor Hsi-
Te-Shih and Jhih-Wei Hsu of
National Chung Hsing Univer-
sity, Taiwan.

“This is the first ever re-
cord of this genus, Pseudohel-
ice, collected from high inter-
tidal areas in front of the CAS.

The new species of estuarine crab
Pseudohelice annamalai
discovered at the Vellar estuary in
Parangipettai.

So far, only two species —
Pseudohelice subgquadrata
and Pseudohelice latreillii —
have been confirmed within
this genus. The species disco-
vered is distributed around
the Indian subcontinent and
the eastern Indian Ocean,”
says S. Ravichandran, Asso-
ciate Professor, CAS.
“Specimens of Pseudohel-
ice annamalai were collected
from the high intertidal areas
of the Vellar River estuary, Pa-
rangipettai, with sediments
composed of mud and sand.
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The mangroves in the habi-
tats were artificially planted
on 5 hectares along the north-
ern bank of the river, with
two distinct zones — Rhizoph-
ora spp. towards the estuary
and Avicennia spp. towards
the land in the intertidal area.
The recent discovery was the
first-ever record of this spe-
cies,” the researchers said.

Distinguishing features
Pseudohelice annamalai is
distinguished by dark purple
to dark grey, with irregular
light brown, vellowish brown,
or white patches on the pos-
terior carapace with light
brown chelipeds. The new
species is small and has a
maximum width of up to 20
min.

“The species inhabits mud-
dy banks of mangroves, and
the burrows were located
near the pneumatophores of
Avicennia mangroves. Bur-
rows have a depth of 25-30

cm and are branched, with
larger pellets around the en-
trance.

“This species is not aggres-
sive and can move fast like
other intertidal crabs. As ma-
ny as 17 species of intertidal
crabs have been recorded in
the same region,” Mr. Ravi-
chandran added.

The occurrence of Pseudo-
helice in India links the distri-
bution gap between the west-
ern Indian Ocean and the
western Pacific Ocean. The
new species provides addi-
tional evidence of the geo-
graphic isolation of the east-
ern Indian Ocean for some
marine organisms, the re-
searchers said. The examined
specimens were deposited in
the reference collections of
the crustacean research labo-
ratory, CAS. However, the ho-
lotype of the new species will
be moved to the national re-
pository of the Zoological
Survey of India, Kolkata.
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T.N. notifies

cauvery
South Wildlife
Sanctuary

The Hindu Bureau
KRISHNAGIRI

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has declared an area
in the reserve forests of
Krishnagiri and Dharma-
puri districts as the Cauv-
ery South Wildlife Sanctu-
a

This would be part of a
protected landscape con-
tiguous to the forests that
constitute the Cauvery
North Wildlife Sanctuary
shared between Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu.
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