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MCC:

The MCC is a set of guidelines issued by

the EC to regulate political parties and

candidates prior to elections.

It helps EC in keeping with the mandate it

has been given under Article 324 of the

Constitution, which gives it the power to

supervise and conduct free and fair

elections to the Parliament and State

Legislatures.

The MCC is operational from the date on

which the election schedule is announced

until the date of result announcement.
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The origins of the MCC lie in the Assembly elections of Kerala in 1960, when the State administration

prepared a ‘Code of Conduct’ for political actors.

Subsequently, in the Lok Sabha elections in 1962, the ECI circulated the code to all recognised

political parties and State governments and it was wholeheartedly followed.

It was in 1991 after repeated flouting of the election norms and continued corruption, the EC decided

to enforce the MCC more strictly.
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General Provision

✓Religious or communal sentiments must not be hampered during any activity

✓Criticism of the opposition political party must only be limited to their previous policies or work and

not personally related to them

✓Places of worship (temples, mosques, church, etc.) must not be used for election propaganda
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✓Meetings – The party or candidate shall inform the local police authorities of the venue and time

proposed for a meeting well in time so that law, order and peace can be maintained by the police

✓Procession – The local police or the concerned authorities must be informed well in advance of the

time, venue and route of the procession so that the required arrangements can be made

✓Polling Day – The party or candidate must cooperate with the authorities at the polling camps for

peaceful elections. No eatables or liquor must be served outside the polling camps

✓Polling Booth – Except the voters, no one without a valid pass from the Election Commission shall

enter the polling booths.
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✓Observers – The Election Commission appoints Observers. If the candidates or their agents have

any specific complaint or problem regarding the conduct of elections they may bring the same to

the notice of the Observe.

✓Party in Power – The party in power whether at the Centre or in the State concerned, shall ensure

that no cause is given for any complaint that it has used its official position for the purposes of its

election campaign.

✓Election Manifestos – The Supreme Court in its judgment dated 5th July 2013 had directed the

Election Commission to frame guidelines with regard to the contents of election manifestos in

consultation with all the recognized political parties.
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