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TOPIC: STATE EXECUTIVE

Soren to seek
trust vote
tOMOorrow

v'A Council of Ministers is collectively responsible to the Legislative Assembly and it remains in office till it enjoys the

\

confidence of majority.

v Therefore, a motion of no-confidence is moved to remove the council of ministers and to remove the government from the

office.

v According to the Article 75 of the Indian Constitution, council of ministers shall be collectively responsible to the Lok Sabha

and as per Article 164, the council of ministers shall be collectively responsible to the Legislative Assembly of the State.
v Lok Sabha/Legislative Assembly can remove the ministry from the office by passing a no-confidence motion.

v' Lok Sabha Rule 198 specifies the procedure for a motion of no-confidence.
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Procedure

v'a motion of No-Confidence Motion can be introduced only in the Lok Sabha under rule 198.

v There should be a minimum of 50 members to accept the motion. If not, then the motion fails..

v'The motion of no-confi;ience is read by the Speaker within the House and asks all those favouring the motion to rise.
v If 50 MPS are there in favour then the Speaker could allot a date for discussing the motion.

v But this has to be done within 10 days.

v'Then, the motion is put to vote and can be conducted through Voice Vote, Division of Votes or other means.

v If the government loses a confidence motion or if the no-confidence motion is accepted by the majority then the

government has to resign.
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TOPIC:ARCHEALOGICAL DISCOVERIES

Broken piece
of ﬁgmige v’ Gangaikondacholapuram was established by King Rajendra Chola after his victorious expedition

unearthed . .
sy to the Gangetic plains.

TIRUCHI

A small broken piece of a fi-
gurine, believed to be
made of ivory, has been un- . . . . . .
earhed by acacolomiss v Pottery, roof tiles, iron nails, ornate stones, bracelets, bells, ivory carvings and coins were
at Maligaimedu near Gan-
gaikondacholapuram, the
city built by King Rajendra
Chola [ (1012-1044) after his
victorious expedition up to unearthed
the Gangetic plains.
The object was found at
a depth of 55-60 centi-
metres. The well carved . L S . . . . .
meceora uman izren v AN ancient clay pot was recently unearthed at Maligaimedu excavation site in Ariyalur, in the
ornamental attire suggests
that it could represent a
royal figure. The broken
portion is that of the hip 1
and thigh of a human. The State Of Tamll Nadu
object would be subject to
further examination by ex-
perts, sources in the Tamil
Nadu State Archaeology
Department told The Hin-
du.
Earlier this year, a bro-
ken piece of a bracelet
made of gold and copper
was found at the site within
weeks of the start of phase-
Il of the excavation in Fe-

bruary. It is widely be-
lieved that palaces of Chola
kings had existed here
about 1,000 years ago.

The second phase of the
excavation is set to con-
clude by the end of this
month.
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TOPIC:ARCHEALOGICAL DISCOVERIES

Underwater survey
launched at Korkai

Project aims to shed light on‘ancient citys trade practices

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THOOTHUKUDI

The excavation at the an-
cient port city of Korkai in
Thoothukudi district got a
boost on Saturday with the
launch of an underwater
survey.

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin
earmarked ¥I5 crore for un-
dertaking excavations in the
State, following which the
Tamil Nadu State Archaeolo-
gy Department commenced
work in at least seven loca-
tions, including Korkai, Siva-
kalai and Adichanallur in
Thoothukudi district, ac-
cording to Thangam Then-
narasu, Minister, Depart-
ment of Industries, Tamil
Official Language, Tamil Cul-
ture and Archaeology.

He told reporters here
that though the on-shore
work had been going on at
Korkai since 1968, it was for
the first time that the State
government had joined
hands with the National n-
stitute of Ocean Technology
and other institutions to un-
dertake underwater
exploration.

He said that with divers
and experts present here,
the first one week could be

Ministers Thangam Thennarasu,
Radhakrishnan launching the underwater survey. «n.rasesH

dedicated to excavation un-
der the sea between Thooth-
ukudi and Tiruchendur. The
objective of the excavation,
he said, was to find out the
trade practices that the re-
gion had in ancient times
with the outside world.
“There are many other inter-
esting artefacts, which may
help us understand the
trade relations that the an-
cient people had with the
rest of the world,” he said.
Replying to a query, Mr.
Thennarasu said the ancient
port at Korkai was around
eight kilometres into the sea
or, to be precise, it was sit-
uated [three ‘kilometres
north of the Tamirabharani.
“The officials, who are here,
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have rich experience in mul-
tiple disciplines, including
history, architecture and Ta-
mil culture. The excavations
at Korkai have already unra-
velled a few shells, pots and
other artefacts,” he pointed
out.

Land for museum

The Minister said the offi-
cials had identified land for
building a‘ museum at Poru-
nai. Detailed plans and re-
ports were being readied.
Thoothukudi Collector K.
Senthil Raj, Archaeological
Survey of India officials, led
by Sivanandam, and VOC
Port Trust Chairman T.K. Ra-
machandran took part at the
inauguration.

v Korkai is a small village in the Thoothukudi district in Tamil Nadu, India.
v It was called Pandya-Kavada in the Kapatapuram in Kalithogai.

v It is situated about 3 km north of the Thamirabarani River and about 6 km

from the shore of Bay of Bengal.

v' Korkai was the capital, principal center of trade and important port of the

Early Pandyan Kingdom.

v At that time, it was located on the banks of the Tamiraparani River and at the

sea coast, forming a natural harbour.

v Due to excessive sedimentation, the sea has receded about 6 km in the past

2000 years, leaving Korkai well inland today.

v The famous urn burial site, Adichanallur, is located about 15 km. from

©

Korkai.
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TOPIC: TRADE

Trade data flags testing
time for goods exports

August exports
dip 1.15%. imports
rise above $60 bn

VIKAS DHOOT

NEW DELHI

C]lll'l]_‘l llf[mg lmports above
the $60 billion mark for the
sixth successive monih.

e from the record
Jin July, but re-
d the second highest
on record at $28.68 billion,
and widened sharply from
the $11.7 billion in August
2021. Preliminary trade data
for July had also shown a
0.8% dip in exports, which
was revised to a 2.1% uptick.
The last time India recorded
a contraction in exports was
in February 2021.

Global headwinds apart,
Commerce Secretary B. V. R.
Subrahmanyam attributed
the dip in outbound ship-
ments, which declined 9%
sequentially, to a growing
tendency among interna-
tional buyers to seek defer-
rals in shipments of con-

moderated slightly se-

WEdening deﬁcit I India’s trade deficit
widened last month from August 2021 as exports dipped

by 1.15% while imports rose by 37%

= August "21
El August '22

Exports

firmed orders, as well as the
gamut of measures taken by
the government to try and
curb elevated inflation.

“There is some concern
about Christmas orders,”
Mr. Subrahmanyam ob-
served. *“Exporters’ order
books are full but there are
cases where buyers are ask-
ing for shipments not to be
despatched,” he said, adding
that restrictions akin to ‘al-
most’ being on a negative list
for exports on items like
wheat, steel and iron pellets
to check inflation, had also
impacted trade.

While goods exports have
averaged $38.5 billion a
month between April and
August, adding up to $192.5
billion, Mr. Subrahmanyam
forecast India’s total out-
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Imports

VALUES IN
$ BILLION

Deficit

bound shipments in 2022-23
‘would touch $470 billion. or
at least $450 billion in a
‘worst case scenario’. To
achieve that, exports need
to average between $36.8
billion and $39.6 billion over
the next seven months.
“The non-oil deficit ac-
counted for nearly 60% of
the total trade deficit in Au-
gust, even though gold im-
ports halved.” noted Aditi
Nayar, chief economist at
rating firm ICRA. “The year-
on-year dip in exports, led
by sectors such as engineer-
ing goods, gems and jewel-
lery and yarns and textiles,
suggests a cautious outlook
for external demand going
ahead,” she cautioned.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10
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Trade Deficit

v The balance of trade, commercial balance, or net exports, is the
difference between the monetary value of a nation's exports and imports

over a certain time period.
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TOPIC:AGRICULTURE

Nano urea fast-tracked for approval despite mcomplete trials

Three seasons of assessment by ICAR
is required to approve a new fertilizer

JACOB KOSHY
NEW DELHI

is yet to be fully
tested despite having been
fast-tracked for commercial
application. Normally, three
seasons of independent as-
sessment by the Indian
Council of Agricultural Re-
search (ICAR) is required for

approving a new fertilizer,
but in the case of nano urea
this was reduced to two. Mo-
reover scientists are still un-
clear if the product can on
its own cut farmers’ depen-
dence on urea.

Crucial fertilizer

the most crucia
chemical fertilizer for farm-
ers in India. A single half-
litre bottle of the liquid can
compensate for a 45 kg sack
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Rushed process: Despite nano urea, packaged urea is vital for
the initial stages of crop development. =visay sones

of urea that farmers tradi-
tionally rely on, it is claimed.

Minister of Health, Chem-
icals and Fertilizers Man-

sukh Mandaviya has claimed
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and would no longer reqwre
the 90 lakh tonnes that it im-
ported every year and would
save the country close to
340,000 crore.

The standard practice in
the cultivation of crops such
as wheat, rice, mustard is to
use at least two 45-kg sacks
of urea, which is an inorgan-
ic compound and the crops’
main source of nitrogen. The
first packet is applied during
the early sowing or tran-
splantation stage of the crop.
The second stage applica-
tion is done when the plant
has sprouted a canopy of
leaves, and is approaching
the reproductive phase of

' plant growth.

However, a crucial point
omitted in government com-
munication ar
urea is that the

SPECIAL

ould be sprayed on
its leaves.

“Based on the experi-
ments, it was evident that
50% of the top-dressed urea
(second stage application)
could be replaced but not
basal nitrogen,” Dr. Trilo-
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chan Mohapatra, former Di-
rector General of the ICAR

Based on a year (two sea-
sons) of experiments, in
2019-2020, ICAR reported
results of field trials on crops
that benefited from nano
urea, to the Central Fertilis-
er Committee, which de-
cides on whether to approve
a chemical fertilizer for com-
mercial use. The approval
came through, in February
2021, during Dr. Mohapatra’s
tenure.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 10
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NANO UREA
v'Recently, the Prime Minister inaugurated the first Liquid Nano Urea (LNU) plant at Kalol, Gujarat.

vt is Indigenous Urea, introduced firstly by the Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Limited (IFFCO) for farmers

\

across the world.

v'It is urea in the form of a nanoparticle. It is a nutrient (liquid) to provide nitrogen to plants as an alternative to the

conventional urea.

v'Urea is a chemical nitrogen fertiliser, white in colour, which artificially provides nitrogen, a major nutrient required

by plants.

v It is developed to replace conventional urea and it can curtail the requirement of the same by at least 50%.
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TOPIC:DEFENCE

At Vostok-22,

What message does Indias participation at the military exercises send to US.-EU and Russia-China groupings?

SUHASINI HAIDAR

story so

13 countries including India and Chinaening contin-

gents. While the exercises in Vostok-2022 are routine, the
are th h Itil: | be |

Russian war in Ukrai They include a maritime
component near the puted islands of

claimed by both Russia and Japan.

‘Who is taking part in Vostok-22?

M The countries that have sent military contingents are Al-
geria, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, India, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, China, Laos, Mongolia, Nicaragua, Syria and
Tajikistan, according to the Russian Ministry of Defence,
which estimates that “more than 50,000 troops and 5,000
units of military equipment” including 140 aircraft and 60
warships would participate in the exercises.

According to a statement issued by the Indian Defence
Ministry, the Indian Army contingent is part of “joint ma-
noeuvres to include joint field training exercises, combat
discussions, and firepower exercises.”

However, India has only sent its army contingent of the

Japan’s Foreign Ministry issued a demarche calling on
Russia to move the location of its maritime exercises,
which the Russian Ambassador in Tokyo rejected, and In-
dia’s decision not to take part in t al exercises is be-
lieved to be in
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Unity drill: Participants attend the Vostok-22 military
exercises at a firing ground in Russia on August 31. «REUTERS

Why has Washington criticised the exercises?

B In a statement ahead of the exercises, U.S. White House
Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said that the U.S. has “con-
cerns about any country exercising with Russia while Rus-
sia wages an unprovoked, brutal war against Ukraine,” ad-
ding that the decision to participate was up to each
country, and that the government had been “pretty pu-
blic” about its opposition to the exercises in talks. The Bi-
den administration is in the process of stitching together
support for more sanctions against Russia for its invasion
of Ukraine, as well as a demand for price-caps on Russian
oil exports, and the decision by India and other countries
to participate in Vostok-2022 presents a divided approach
towards Russia.

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), however, reject-
ed the concerns. “Let me just emphasise that India has
been regularly participating in multilateral exercises in
Russia, along with a number of other countries,” MEA spo-
kesperson Arindam Bagchi said, adding that “there will be
only army participation in the Vostok exercises this year.”
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‘What does India’s participation mean?

M By sending an army contingent to join Russian and Chi-

Western partners including the Quad, as well as in bilateral
exercises, like the India-U.S. “Yudh Abhyas” in Uttarak-
hand next month. These exercises will take place just after
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Uzbekistan for the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Sep-
tember, where he will participate alongside leaders of Rus-
sia, China, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, who have
fe f

nty an 3 } a. com k, India
is hosting a Quad meeting on Indo-Pacific initiatives in Del-
hi and holding bilateral talks with the U.S. and Japan on
trade and defence as well.

Finally, the message the government continues to give is
that it is willing to engage with China on a number of
fronts, even as military talks with China at the LAC (Line of
Actual Control) remain stuck. The government, however,
asserts that it cannot be “business as usual” with China un-
til the latest logjam over Chinese troops’ transgression
since April 2020 is resolved.
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THANK YOU
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