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MGNREGA

The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), also known as Mahatma

Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MNREGS) is Indian legislation enacted on August

25, 2005.

The MGNREGA provides a legal guarantee for one hundred days of employment in every financial year to

adult members of any rural household willing to do public work-related unskilled manual work at the

statutory minimum wage.
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The Ministry of Rural Development (MRD), Govt of India is monitoring the entire implementation of this

scheme in association with state governments.

This act was introduced with an aim of improving the purchasing power of the rural people, primarily semi

or un-skilled work to people living below poverty line in rural India.

It attempts to bridge the gap between the rich and poor in the country.

Roughly one-third of the stipulated work force must be women.

WE4U IAS                                    8248208309                     www.we4uiasedu.co.in
7



UNCCD

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification. Established in 1994, UNCCC is a sole legally binding

environment convention that links development and environment to sustainable land management.

The UNCCD addresses particularly the arid, semi-arid & dry sub-humid areas, called drylands, where some

of the most vulnerable ecosystems and peoples are found.

The convention was drafted and opened for signing in 1994. It became effective in 1996 after receiving 50

ratifications.

The convention obliges national governments to take measures to tackle the issue of desertification.
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The convention focuses on having a bottom-up approach to achieve its goals, by involving the local

communities.

The UNCCD is one of the three Rio Conventions, the other two being:

Convention on Biological Diversity (UNCBD)

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)

The three Rio Conventions work in close collaboration with each other.

To spread the word about the UNCCD, 2006 was declared as “International Year of Deserts and

Desertification”.
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Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act

Originally enacted in 1967, the UAPA was amended to be modelled as an anti-

terror law in 2004 and 2008.

In August 2019, Parliament cleared the Unlawful Activities (Prevention)

Amendment Bill, 2019 to designate individuals as terrorists on certain grounds

provided in the Act.

In order to deal with the terrorism related crimes, it deviates from ordinary legal

procedures and creates an exceptional regime where constitutional safeguards of

the accused are curtailed.
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