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Election

Only govt. can take call
on plea on disqualified
Ilawmakers, EC tells SC

Poll body maintains distance on the guestion whether a disqualified

Iavwmaker should be banned from contesting elections for five years

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

he Elecdon Com-

mission in the Soa-

preme Court has
chosen to maintain a dis-
tance on the guestdon
whether a disqualified law-
maker should be banned
from contesting elections
for frve yvears.

The commission said it
would be “appropriate™ oo
have the Union govern-
ment deal with the issue.
The commission filed a
five-page affidavit in the
top court in response to a
plea by Congress leader
Java Thakur.

The petidoner conternd-
ed that an MP or an MLA
who has either been dis-
qualified from the House
under the Tenth Schedule
{anti-defection law) or un-
der Article 191(1)e) of the
Constitution should be
barred FfFom contesting
elections for five vears.

Article 191{1){e) gives the
various grounds of disgual-
ification “for being chosen
as, and for being a member
of the Legislative Assembly
or Legislative Council of a
State™.

Thew include holding an

The fimal ground of disgualification IS If an MLA or an MLC Is
“disqualified by or under any law made by Parllament™

office of profit, being of un-
sound mind or uandis-
charged solvent or being a
non-citizen or voluntarily
acquiring the citizenship of
a foreign state or being un-
der any acknowledgerment
of allegiance or adherence
o a foreign scate.

The final ground of dis-
qualification, and the one
highlighted by Ms. Thakur
in her petition, is if an MLA
or an MLC is “disqgualified
by or under any law made
by Parliament™.

“The issue inwvolved in
this matter pertains o the
interpretation of Article 191
(e} of the Constitution. It
relates to matters that do
not have a nexus with the
conduct of elections in
terms of the remit of the

Commission under Article
324. Therefore, respon-
dent no. I (Union govern-
ment) is the appropriate
party for the adjcdication
of the prayers made in the
petition,” the commission
said in the affidanvit.

The EC is wvested with
the authority of superin-
tendence, direction, amd
control of elections for the
conduct of elections to Par-
linment, State legislatures
and the offices of the Presi-
dent and the WVice Presi-
dent.

M=, Thakur has high-
lighted instances in the
past when lawmakers re-
sign from legislature par-
ties which brought them vo
the House, leading to a fall
af the government.

www.weduiasedu.co.in



Election commission of India

e The Election Commission is a permanent and an independent body established by the
Constitution of India directly to ensure free and fair elections in the country.

= o Arficle 324 of the Constitution provides that the power ofsuperinfendence, direction and
control of elections to parliament,state legislatures, the office of president of India and the
office of vice-president of India shall be vested in the election commission.

» The constitution provides for the following provisions in relation to the composition of the
election commission:

®» o The elgcCtion commission shall consist of the Chief Election Commissioner and a such
numbef of other election commissioners, if any, as the president may from time to time fix.

e The' appointment of the chief election commissioner and other election commissioners
shall be made by the president.

hen any other election commissioner is so oppoin’red the chief election commissioner

The president may also appoint after consultation with the election commission such
egional commissioners as he may consider necessary to assist the election commission.

The condifions of service and tenure of office of the election commissioners and the
gional commissioners shall be such as the President may by rule
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Welfare Schemes

Just 9.3% of loans under PM
SVANIdhi given to vendors
from minority communities’

®» The scheme was announced as a part of the Economic Stimulus-Il under the
Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan.

® |t has been implemented since 1st June 2020, for providing affordable working
capital loans to street vendors to resume their livelihoods that have been
adversely affected due to Covid-19 lockdowns.

= Funding:

is a Central Sector Scheme i.e., fully funded by Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs with the following objectives:

To facilitate working capital loan;
® To incentivize regular repayment; and
» To reward digital transactions
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» Sireet Vendors:

®» The Scheme is available to all street vendors engaged in vending in urban
areas

» States/Union Territories (UTs):

» The Scheme is available for beneficiaries belonging to only those States/UTs
hich have notified Rules and Scheme under Street Vendors (Protection of
Livelihood and Regulation of Street Vending) Act, 2014.
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Industry

‘Manufacturing PMI rose to
three-month high in March’

S&P Global suvey shows manufacturing firms” new orders and output advanced even as input cost

inflation slid to second-lowest in two-and-a-half vears; PMI reading rose to 564, from 55.3 in Feb.

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

ew orders and out-
N put rose to a three-
month  high in

March even as input cost
inflation for manufacturing
firms slipped to the se-
cond-lowest mark in two-
and-a-half vears, the S&P
Global India Manufactur-
ing Purchasing Managers’
Index (PMT) indicated.

The PMI reading rose to
56.4, from 55.3 in Febru-
ary, signalling the strongest
improvement in operating
conditions in 2023 so far.

Core comfort

SE&P Global's survey of manufacturing irms indicates resilient
demand helped baost output to the highest level in 2023
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m Mew export orders picked ug
pace sequentially, but remained
“slight and histarically subdued’

w Outstanding business volumes,

however, grew at the weakest in
a wéar, compeliing fims to halt
frash hiring after 12 months

® Overall positive santiment
siid o an eight-month low on
cancerns about generml infiation

The PMI average for the Ja-
nuary-March period was
55.7, lower than 56.3 in the
Previous quarter. New ex-

port orders grew at a faster
pace in March than the
previous month, but re-
mained “slight and histori-

cally subdued,” S&P Global
noted, based on its survey.

Despite the broader rise
in orders and output, ma-
nufacturing  firms’  out-
standing business volumes
grew only marginally at a
pace that was the weakest
in a year, compelling firms
to desist from fresh hiring
in March after 12 successive
months of recording em-
ployment increases.

Moreover, the overall le-
vel of positive sentiment
slipped to an eight-month
low due to concerns sur-
rounding competitiveness
and general inflation.
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Taxation

Net direct tax Kitty up 17.6%

Yikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

India’s net direct tax collec-
tions have risen [7.6% in
2022-23 to touch #16.61 lakh
crore, exceeding the Re-
vised Estimates target for
the year by 0.7%, as per
provisional data released
by the Finance Ministry on
Monday.

The contribution of cor-
porate tax collections in the
gross direct tax kitty was
1004 lakh crore, just a tad
higher than the ¥9.61 lakh
crore paid by taxpayers as

personal income tax and
Securities Transaction Tax
{STT).

At a gross level, the share
of personal income tax and
S8TT to the tax kitty has
touched 48.9% in 202223
compared to around 47.4%
in 2021-22, while corporate
tax accounted for just 51.1%
in the vear gone by as op-
posed to 52.6% in 2021-22.

Maoreover, the growth in
corporate tax collections
was also lower rhan reve-
nues collected from perso-

The gross corporate tax kit-
tv had risen 16.9% in the
wvear, while personal in-
come tax and STT vielded a
growth of 24.2%.

The Ministry said gross
ta collections grew 20.33%
o $19,68 lakh crore in 2022-
23, compared to¥16.36 lakh
crore in the previous finan-
cial wvear. Tax refunds
jumped at a sharper 37.4%
year-on-year to a little over
¥3.07 lakh crore from
2,23 658 crore in 2021-22,

nal income LaXpavers, com- CONTINUED ON
bined with STT inflows.  *PAGEILD
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