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TOPIC: STATE EXECUTIVE

Kerala passes University
Laws (Amendment) Bill

‘Changes must for keeping Sangh Parivar forces at bay’

STAFF REPORTER
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The ‘Kerala Assembly on
Thursday passed the Univer-
sity Laws (Amendment) Bill,
2022 which alters the com-
position of the'search-cum-
selection committee to ap-
point Vice Chancellors and
effectively provide the State
government greater leverage
in the process.

While the Opposition
staged a walkout accusing
the government of attempt-
ing to relegate universities to
the status of party offices,
the treasury benches said
the Bill was driven by the
compulsions of keeping

Sangh Parivar forces at bay
in the administration of
universities.

While the Bill awaits the
Governor’s assent, its pas-
sage will enhance the ap-
pointment age of Vice Chan-
cellors to 65 years and
increase the strength of the
selection committee to five
(from the existing three).
The government had initially
proposed the inclusion of
the vice chairman of the Ker-
ala State Higher Education
Council (KSHEC) as conven-
er of the committee. But,
Higher Education Minister R.
Bindu moved an official
amendment to bring an aca-
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demic expert who is nomi-
nated by the council vice
chairman as replacement to
the particular position.

The committee

The move comes amidst
claims that the inclusion of
the KSHEC vice chairman,
who could be perceived as
linked to universities by way
of his/her position, could be
in violation of the University
Grants Commission (UGC)
regulations.

Other members of the
committee will include a no-
minee each of the State go-
vernment, UGC, Chancellor
and the university Senate.
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State Universities:

v' In most cases, the Governor of the state is the ex-officio
chancellor of the universities in that state.

v While the Governor’s powers and functions as the
Chancellor are laid out in the statutes that govern the
universities under a particular state government.

v Their role in appointing the Vice-Chancellors has often

triggered disputes with the political executive.
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TOPIC: UNEMPLOYMENT

Jobless rate

zOoms to l-year
high of 8.3%’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MUMBATI

India’s unemployment rate
surged to a one-year high
of 8.3% Iin August as em-
ployvment sequentially fell
by 2 million to 394.6 mil-
lion, according to data
from the Centre for Moni-
toring Indian Economy
(CMIE).

During July, the unem-
ployment rate was at 6.8%
and the employment was
397 million, the CMIE data
showed. “The urban un-
employment rate is usually
higher at about 8% than
the rural unemployment
rate, which is usually
around 7%. In August, ur-
ban unemployment... shot
up to 9.6% and rural unem-
ployment rate also in-
creased to 7.725,” said CMIE
MD Mahesh Vyas.
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Unemployment occurs when a person who is actively
searching for employment is unable to find work.
Unemployment is often used as a measure of the health of the
economy.

Types:

1. Disguised Unemployment

Seasonal Unemployment.

Structural Unemployment

Cyclical Unemployment.

Technological Unemployment.

2 M

Frictional Unemployment
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TOPIC: TRADE

PMI flags fastest manufacturing
output growth since November

Easing inflation fears lift sentiment to 6-year high: S&PP Global

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

‘Manufacturers reported the
fastest rise in output and
new orders in August since

The seasonally adjusted
index eased to(56.2 in Au-
gust, from July’s 56.4, sig-
nalling the second-strongest
improvement in operating

conditions for producers
since November.
Input cost mﬂatlcm ‘a ma-

ja;: worry for s due

to high global commodity
prices, softened to the weak-
est rate in a year as prices of
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.Novernber alded by stre g-,

aluminium and steel cooled,
but firms continued to pass

on higher freight, labour
and material prices to clients
at a rate that was little-
changed from July.

While August marked the
fourth successive monthly
slowdown in input cost infla-
tion, factory gate charges
rose at the second-weakest

pace since April.

With inflation concerns
fading a bit, business senti-
ment strengthened further,
raising the degree of opti-
mism among manufacturers

to_its highest in six vears.
“predictions

.5ales ‘new enquiries and

of stronger

: eﬂ’mrts 7‘( | bo

“Firms welcomed the
weaker increase in input
costs with an upward revi-
sion to output forecasts
amid renewed hopes that
contained price pressures
will help boost demand,” re-
marked Pollyanna De Lima,
economics associate direc-
tor at S&P Global Market
Intelligence.
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‘The purpose of the PMI is

Purchasing Manager Index:

It is a survey-based measure that asks the

respondents about changes in their perception
of key business variables as compared with the
previous month.

It is an index of the prevailing direction of

economic trends in the manufacturing and
service sectors.

to provide
information about current and future business
conditions to company decision makers,
analysts, and investors.

It is calculated separately for the manufacturing

and services sectors and then a composite index
is also constructed.

"The PMI is a number from O to 100.

v A print above 50 means expansion, while
a score below that denotes contraction.

v A reading at 50 indicates no change.
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THE GIST

W The purpose of single-use
plastics is 1o use them once
or for a short period of time

before disposing of them.

There is a greater likelihood

of single-use plastic
products ending up in the
sea than reusable ones.
B

W The Plastic Waste
Management Amendment

Rules, 2021, prohibited the

manufacture, impart,
stocking, distribution, sale,

and use of plastic carry bags
whose thickness is less than

75 microns.
——

= To ensure the effective
enforcement of the ban,
national and State-lewel
control rooms will be
established, as well as
special enforcement teams

for the purpose of checking

the illegal manufacture,
impaort, stocking,

distribution, sale and use of

single-use plastics.
—
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TOPIC: POLLUTION

EXPLAINER

Effecting the ban on single-use plastics

What are single-use plastics and how do they impact the environment? What are the amended rules and are alternatives

available?

G5, BAJPAT
SANGEETA TAAK

The story so far: The Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate
Gow t of Indi i th

of the

Why are single-use plastics harmful?
The purpose of single-use plastics is to use
them once or for a short period of tme
before disposing of them. Plastic waste has
drastic impacts on the environment and
human health. There is a greater
of single-use plastic produc
than reusable ones.

India has taken resolute steps to mirigate
pollution caused by littered single-use
plastics. A number of items are banned,
including earbuds with plastic sticks, balloon
sticks, plastic flags, candy sticks, ice cream
sdcks, polystyrene (thermocol) for
decorations, plates, cups, glasses, cutlery
such as forks, spoons, knives, straws, trays,
wrapping or packing films around sweet
boxes, invitation cards, cigarette packets,
plastic or PVC banners less than 100 micron,
stirrers, etc.

What is the impact on the
environment?

mental cha]}enge due to gzlju{uuon
caused by single-use plastic items. India
piloted a resolution on single-use plastics
pollution at the 4th United Mations
Environment Assembly in 2019, recognising

the urgent need for the global community o
address this issue. This resolution was
adopted at the UN Environment Assembly as
an important step forward. In the recently
concluded 5th session of the United Nations
Environment Assembly in March 2022, India
engaged constructively with all member
states to develop a consensus on a resolution
o drrvE global action against plastic

ags
quyaD]B. China had issued a ban on plastic
bags in 2020 with a phased implementation.
As of July 2019, 68 countries have plastic
bag bans with varying degrees of

enforcement.

What are the plnsll(‘ wasite
management rules in India?
prember 30, 2021, the

It means that the ban does not cover all
plastic bags: however, it requires the
manufacturers to produce plastic bags
thicker than 75 microns which was earlier 50
microns. As per the notification, the
standard shall be increased to 1200 microns in
December this year.

The notification clearly mentioned that
plastic or PVC banners, hoardings should
hawve more than 100 microns in thickness,
and non-woven plastic (polypropylene) must
be more than 60 GSM (grams per square
metre). Non-woven plastic bags have a
cloth-like rexture but are counted among
plastics. Siill, plastic or PET bottles, counted
among the most recyclable types of plastic,
have been left out of the scope of the ban.

in addition, the Indian government has
taken steps to promote innovation and
create an ecosystem for accelerated
adoption and availab of alternatives
across the country. To ensure the effective
enforcement of the ban, national and
State-level control rooms will be established,
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gle-use plastic items
nion Territories,
e been established.

In an effort to empower citizens to help
«curb the plastic menace, the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCE} has
launched a grievance redressal apphcanon

the elimination o(smgle—use plastics The
awareness campaign has brought together
entrepreneurs and start-ups, indusory,
Ceniral, State and local Governments,
regulatory bodies, experts, citizen
organisations, R&D and academic
institutions.

What is the role of the manufacturer?
In addition, the Ministry DfEn“r\':mmenL,.

promote the development
of new alternatives to plastic packaging and
provide the next steps for moving towards
sustainable plastic packaging by businesses.

However, if we look back at our past,
almost 25 Indian States previously banned

ic at the state k However, the:

of the undspread use of these items.

Mow the challenge is to see how the local
level authorities will enforce the ban in
accordance with the guidelines. Banned
items such as earbuds with plastic sticks,
plastic sticks for balloons, etc., are
non-branded items and it is difficult to find
out who the manufacturer is and who is
accountable for selling because these items
will be available in the market even after the

issuing of guidelines.

What’s happening on the research and
development front?

The consumer needs o be informed about
‘the ban through advertisements, news;

or TV comme cials, or on social

e solution bo n_'he pL'-lshc
pDIlchm problem is not the responsibility of
the government alone, but of industries,
brands, manufacturers and most
importantly consumers. Finding alternarives
o plastic seems a Tittle djﬁcuh hclwe\-er*

be

While the total ban on the use of plastic
sounds a great idea, its feasibility seems
difficult at this hour, especially in the
absence of workable alternatives.

G.5. Bajpai is Vice-Chancellor, Rajiv
Gandhi National University of Law, Punjab.
Sangeeta Taak is an Assistant Professor.
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TOPIC: TAXATION

GST revenues cross the
14 lakh cr. mark again

However., August
collection is 3.6%
lower than July’s

VIKAS DHOOT
NEW DELHI
India’s gross revenues from
the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) were %1.,43.612 crore in
August, (28% higher than a
¥ear ago. Revenues from im-
port of goods soared 57%
during the month while
domestic transactions and
import of services yielded
19% higher taxes than in Au-
gust 2021.

This is the sixth succes-
sive month when GST reve-
nues have been over the I1.4

lakh crore mark, the Fi-
nance Ministry said, stress-
ing that GST collections have
risen 33% till August this
year, compared to the cor-
responding period of 2021-
22, and are “continuing to
display very ‘high
buoyancy”.

On a sequential basis, ho-
wever, August's GST Kitty,
based on transactions car-
ried out in July, was 3.6%
lower than July’s collection
of T1,48,995 crore and marks
a three-month low. As per
the Ministry, 7.6 crore e-way

consistent revenue I For the sixth successive

month, GST collections surpassed the 1.4 lakh crore mark

IN T LAKH CRORE

! Aug. Oct. Dec.
2021 2021 2021

bills were generated in July,
“marginally higher™ than 7.4
crore in June and 19% higher
than the 6.4 crore in July
2021,

The Ministry said the sus-
tained uptick in GST collec-
tions is “a clear impact of va-
rious measures taken by the

WEA4U IAS

Sequentially, the ¥1.44 lakh crore
collected in August was a three-
month low

Feb. Apr. June Aug.
2022 2022 2022 2022

(GST) Council in the past to
ensure better compliance™.
Better reporting coupled
with economic recovery has
been having positive impact
on the GST revenues on a
consistent basis, it added.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 14
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v'The Goods and Services Tax (GST) is a value-added tax
levied on most goods and services sold for domestic
consumption. The GST is paid by consumers, but it is
remitted to the government by the businesses selling the

goods and services.
v The Constitution (101t Amendment) Act, 2016

v'Tax Buoyancy:When a tax collects greater revenue without

changing the rate of taxing, it is said to be buoyant.
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